
                   

Greetings in the Name  
                   of the Risen Savior! 
 
     The Easter Season is one of the 
most special to me of all. Year after 
year, the joy never ceases to leave 
me when I celebrate this holy time. 
Easter is a remembrance of the sea-
sons of the year and the power of life 
and death for so many reasons.  

          First of all, Easter is celebrated in 
the spring. It's such a powerful thing 
to notice that although we experi-
ence the bitter cold of winter: the 
barren trees, the falling snow, and 
the death of the plants and grass, we 
also get to experience the beauty 
and the splendor of spring. Along 
with spring comes the budding of the 
trees, the warming of the air, and the 
smell of the flowers and trees bloom-
ing.  

         The Easter Season reminds us of 
the cycles of life and death that exist 
all around. Jesus  had to go through 
pain, suffering, and death. The jour-
ney to the cross was a terrible one. 
Jesus endured beatings, whippings, 
slander, insult, and all of the people 
he loved denying him and turning 
their backs on him. Although Jesus 
suffered and died upon the cross, we 
also get to acknowledge the glory of 
the resurrection! Death has no sting, 
no final word. Christ rose again on 

that third and glorious day, and the 
splendor of heaven was revealed to 
all of us. The veil was torn, the grave 
was conquered, and the gift of eter-
nal life is ours.  

        It is my fervent hope and prayer 
that you will celebrate this season 
with us. Listed inside this newsletter 
are all of the seasonal services that 
we provide. Please join us, remem-
ber, and celebrate our risen savior. 
You will be blessed because of it. 
Remember, we serve a risen Savior, 
let us celebrate that truth with joy! 
 

Blessings, 
Rev. Jim Penuel III 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 I am so blessed to be the Lay Leader here at Union UMC.  I wish you 

could see this church through my eyes right now.  I am so humbled and overwhelmed at all God is 
doing amongst us.  It is for that reason that I share with you explicitly our Corporate Prayer and the 
miracles and blessings that have poured out upon our church due some mighty powerful prayer 
warriors and some powerful servants.  God has claimed this church as HIS, pouring Himself out up-
on us as we continue to pray and address our corporate prayer.  We have asked and He has an-
swered.  We have sought and we are finding.  We are knocking, and wow, the doors are opening!   
As we continue to mature in Christ and our faithfulness to be in His will, our Corporate Prayer will be 
blessed and enriched with guidance from God.  It becomes our living legacy of our loving relation-
ship with our Lord. 

 
The Corporate Prayers of Union United Methodist Church:  March 2017 

 

We pray for: 
 

Wisdom and Strength for Our Pastor, Jim Penuel!  
It is important to share that Union has been involved in passionate corporate prayer before 
we knew what it was called.  As we awaited a new pastor last year, we prayed fervently for a 
pastor who would come and love us.  God answered that prayer above and beyond our wild-
est dreams.  Our pastor has brought to us a fundamental wisdom of humility and trust, two of 
the most powerful forces on earth.  Better even than those, he loves us.  He encourages us 
and believes that when we have God in the equation, we are able!  We are excited as he is 
guiding us through the strategic planning process, challenging us to examine our ministries 
to make certain that they align with God’s goals for His Kingdom in Bridgeville. 

 

Wisdom, Vision, and Courage for our District Superintendent, Dr. Sa!  
We pray for our District Superintendent, Dr. Sa who has brought us powerful guidance to 
work within a covenant that is not authored by us but is written by God. We struggle as we 
are only human, but we do our best to check our egos at the door and leave only room for 
God in our prayerful committee meetings.  We are grateful for her vision that sees us with as 
a faithful and striving church.  Her love for the church of Jesus Christ has renewed our spirit 
to serve with rejoicing and humility.  We have grown greatly in our knowledge of the re-
sources and training offered by the conference and the generous spirit of Dr. Sa who listens 
to our questions and concerns, and often responds with God’s words in her prayers. 

 

Anointing Power of the Holy Spirit upon our Church Family for Gifts and Action!  
We have prayed for our church family, both in sickness and in health and have witnessed 

powerful healings in the body and miraculous touches in the spirit.  Our 
church is growing both spiritually and in body with new members.  There are 
new participants in accepting the prayer stole on Sunday morning.  There is 
an energy that at times is breath taking and then there comes stillness. God is 
teaching me patience and that often it is the power of the small changes, like 
the butterfly’s wings, that create the greatest action.  
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Wisdom and Guidance for Youth Ministry!  

 

We are witnessing growth in our youth ministry and praying for guidance to know how God 
will continue to bless this effort.  We are meeting and openly discussing what we believe is 
the path to follow according to God’s vision for our church, setting aside our personal agen-
das.  Our focus is solidly set on our youth and what is best for them.  In addition, our pastor 
had led us forth to mentor in the schools and increased our intensity with our ministry to sup-
port the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.  

 

Teachers to Step forth for Sunday School Classes for our children!  
 

Our children who come forth for our children’s sermon and then off to Sunday School now 
number up to 28, from a past count of zero!  Our youth hand bell ministry has doubled in par-
ticipation.  Our Teen Missions is growing and giving powerful witness to our church of their 
love for Christ.  We continue to pray fervently for more teachers to guide the little ones God is 
sending to us. 

 

Members in our church to step forth to serve for / participate in Nurture and Discipleship 
Classes and Activities! 
 

The Bible studies led by our Pastor are filled.  He offers both day and evening sessions.  And 
for prayer, we have prepared and encouraged our members to participate in the Prayer Walk 
for our Church, and the Prayers with Scripture at our Stained Glass Windows.  We have re-
dedicated our Chapel area which sat vacant for years, as holy ground for prayer and medita-
tion with prayer warriors available to meet for prayer.  We offer a lending library for spiritual 
guidance.  We are planning to expand our classes to include the Disciple Ministry Curriculum 
and more small group studies.  We are praying that members will step forth to assist our pas-
tor in this mighty endeavor. 

 

Strength and Courage to step forth with faith to follow God’s Vision for the Home of Hope:  
$25,000 Donation from the church!  
 

And then there is this issue of money….. We are learning that when God calls upon us with 
His vision, He provides the provision.   Union UMC said YES when we were asked to give 
$25,000 to the Home of Hope to assist in making this women and children’s rehab shelter a 
reality for Sussex County.  We chose an intentional positive response to be a part of the solu-
tion for addiction.  We do not run with a surplus of 
savings, and we do not have a line item in our budg-
et for this, which can be intimidating, but we must 
remember that God is the one who answers our 
prayers, not us!  And guess what!  God is showing 
us the way to enjoy climbing this money mountain to 
raise the funds without fear. No groans!  We are in 
the yoke with Jesus and guess what else we are 
learning!  Jesus is pulling the weight and making 
straight the path!  We will reach the summit because 
we are yielding our wills and trusting God!   
 
  

 
 



 

Love through acts of service to one another within our church and for all churches, espe-
cially those in our Dover District!  
This last line in our corporate prayer ….. About the churches in the Dover District…. has been 
one of the most touching and humbling prayers for God’s answer. Let me share what Union 
is now beginning to do! 
 We are working in partnership with Mt. Calvary to worship together as one congregation 

on Palm Sunday with Three choirs, as Greenwood UMC will join with us that Sunday to 
sing praises for God.   

 We are sending our youth off on a joint mission trip with Mt. Olivet.   
 We are hoping to join with St. John’s Church as a mentor for us for the Disciple Curricu-

lum.  
 We have provided prayer stoles to two small churches that are seeking to humble them-

selves before God.  
 We provide office assistance to prepare and print Sunday bulletins for another church that 

does not have working equipment.  
 We are working with other Lay Leaders to share ideas and to strengthen our connection 

within the District. 
 We are hosting with LOVE INC an effort to pull our area support agencies into a closer 

relationship. 
 We are chairing the Dover District Prayer Stole Ministry to unite all of our churches as 

ONE praying Body of Christ! 
 
 

 This is just the beginning of beautiful blessings that come when we seek 
to be in relationship with one another.  We are discovering that the more con-
nected we become, the more blessed we are!   
 
 I would love hearing from you with other blessings that you have wit-
nessed.   
 
 Keep your eyes up!  God is truly present and doing mighty things with our 
church! 
 
      Blessings, 
      Nancy 
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Sunday, April 9th—10am—Palm Sunday Musical  

 

Maundy Thursday, April 13
th

 – 5pm – The Passover 

Seder Celebration 

 

Good Friday, April 14
th

 –  

    Noon – 3pm – Sanctuary open for prayer 

    7pm – Good Friday Service 

 

Saturday, April 15
th

 – 10am – Community Easter  

                                                               Egg Hunt 

 

Easter Sunday, April 16
th

 –  

    6:30am – Sunrise Service  
         (at the Bridgeville Cemetery pond—light breakfast served in the 

                 Fellowship Hall immediately following.) 
   

                       9am – Contemporary Easter  

                          Worship Service 
         

       11am – Traditional Easter  

                          Worship Service 
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AGING  

FAITHFULLY 

 

Please note that the Aging Faithfully 

group will NOT be meet-

ing during the month of 

April due to the busy 

Easter season and many 

activities associated with 

that.  The next luncheon 

meeting is scheduled for 

Wednesday, May 10th 

from Noon to 1:30 PM. 

Union T imes Volume 3 Issue 4  Page 7 



 

Saturday, April 29, 2017  
8am to 11am 

 
Join us for our Second Annual Fishing Derby from 8-11am. Come for a morning of fishing, fellow-
ship and fun!  Prizes will be awarded in different categories within each age group. Everyone has a 
chance to win the casting contest, and the grand prize is a free week of camp!  Lunch is included in 
the entry fee.  
 

        Saturday, April 29, 2017  
                 11am to 3pm 

 
Bring your family and friends, and come enjoy Pecometh Day!  It's a perfect chance to see 
Pecometh for the first time and hear about our Summer Camp program, or come back to camp to 
revisit familiar sites and see familiar faces.   
 
Bring the whole family and enjoy Pecometh! Activities include Open House Tours, Games, Mu-
sic, Hayrides, Food, and Exhibits. Activities are free!  Campers and parents are welcome to tour the 
camp property, meet some of our staff, and learn more about the Camp Pecometh program!  
 
Entertainers and exhibiters include balloon artist Jungle John, The Church Hill Volunteer Fire Com-
pany, Birds of Prey from the Chesapeake Bay Environmental Center, and music!   

 
Go to:  www.pecometh.org for additional information or call:  410-556-6900.  
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WWW.UNIONINBRIDGEVILLE.COM 
 

Visit Union Church’s website to get: 

 

 Sunday Bulletins 

 The latest Sermon and Sermon archives 

 Union Times Newsletters 

 Calendar of  Events 

 Event cancellations due to inclement weather 

 News and information about activities and ministry 

opportunities 

 (Coming soon—online giving). 



 

 

Notes from Sunday School! 
 

By Cheryl Malone 
 

 It’s April and we are looking forward to Palm 
Sunday.  The worship will be a celebration of Je-
sus’ coming in to Jerusalem.  Children will receive 
palms and then proceed in to the Sanctuary wav-
ing their palms and shouting “Hosanna”, just as Je-
sus’ followers did over 2,000 years ago —— all to 
fulfill the prophecy. 
 

 The following days are Holy Week and the solemn period of remembrance that 
Jesus would also fulfill God’s plan of salvation for all of us, His sacrifice.  This period 
of Lent comes to an end, and on Easter we will sing again that Jesus is not dead, He 
is alive, we know that we too can live. 
 

April Sunday School Schedule 
 

Sunday, April 2nd—Extended Sunday—Classes will take a walk (in-house field trip) 
at 10am to tour the Sanctuary to view the stained glass windows.  We invite the par-
ents and the congregation to join in. 
 

Sunday, April 9th—Palm Sunday—One worship service at 10am—no Sunday 
School class this day as children will be participating in the palm procession and ring-
ing for celebration with the Joyful Ringers. 
 

Thursday, April 13th—Maundy Thursday—Seder Dinner at 5pm.  Don’t forget to call 
Debbie in the church office to make your reservation.  (No cost) 
 

Friday, April 14th—Good Friday—The Sanctuary will be open for prayer from Noon 
to 3pm.  There will be a special Good Friday service at 7pm. 
 

Saturday, April 15th—Community Easter Egg Hunt—10am 
 

Sunday, April 16th—Easter Sunday— 6:30am, 9am and 11am worship services 
 

Sunday, April 24th—Native American Heritage 
Sunday—One worship service at 10am—no Sun-
day School 
 

Sunday, April 30th—Regular worship services & 
Sunday School 
 

                 See you in Sunday School! 
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“Excited for Jesus” Youth Sunday School Contest Winners:   

 

1st Place - Grant LaChance; 2nd Place - Caleb Reighard;  

3rd Place - Eli Reighard; Qualifiers:  Sarah Reighard, Elizabeth 

 Reighard, Rob Mitchell, and Thane Keim.  Well done! 
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The Church Mouse Consignment Boutique & Art Gallery  
 

Open 10am-4pm Thursday – Saturday – A ministry of UUMC located at 210 Market St.    
 

Bring us your items and we’ll sell them for you.  Come join 
our consigning team.  We’re looking for home décor items, 
furniture, quilts, glassware, ladies accessories, and much 
more.  For additional information, please call (302-956-
0591) or e-mail:  church_mouse@comcast.net.    
 

"In addition to our unique inventory, a new  
Princess Corner has recently been created with items 

available for young girls".  

mailto:church_mouse@comcast.net
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Dear Friends, 

                I cannot express in words the intensity in my 
heart right now for all that you did to make the District Re-
vival Prayer Day held here at Union UMC on March 11th as 
close to Pentecost as I’ve ever experienced!  From the beginning, Pastor Jim and Debbie have 
been the pull-it together team, doing everything from organizing meetings with other church-
es, preparing lots of materials to share, communicating with Dr. Sa….. the list is truly endless here!  
 The building was beautiful, radiating hospitality.  Every room was like entering a magical place, and 
indeed, God had some sensational touches to add to all that was done!  The food was incredible:  
healthy touches with tasty temptations to follow.  The atmosphere created a place of safety and 
warmth.  Did you notice the joy and happiness that oozed from our guests!  

                And the music!  Someone said that it sounded like 200 voices!  And how could it not!  The 
Praise Team was at their best!  And the invisible ones!  Rachel and Karl and Roger  …. You are 
so gifted, so humble.  You are behind the scenes, unnoticed and yet nothing would happen smooth-
ly without you!  

                Rita, I cannot thank you enough for being all that you are.  Your creative ideas seem to 
magically appear, but I know that is not so…. You put such thought into everything you do.  Your 
ability to empower your team of ladies to joyfully work for God is a gift.  You are a humble leader 
who inspires people to give their best to our God.  Please give my  thanks to your team.  Over and 
over and over again…. The compliments poured out: 

          The music is so beautiful…. 

          The bathrooms are even decorated…. 

                The hot chocolate is the best I’ve ever had…. 

                The tomato basil soup is to die for….. 

                The prayer activities have humbled my soul…. 

                Everyone here is so nice.  I love this church!.... 

                Oh my gosh!  Ice Cream!  Candy!...... and more! 

                My love and appreciation pour out to you  My glory offering goes to God. None of this 
would be happening at Union if God was not blessing us.  How much better does it get?????? Let’s 

wait and see because bigger plans 
are coming our way.  I sense it in my 
spirit!  We have prayed and God is 
answering! 

     I count you as such a blessing in 
my life.  Our church is so precious 
and our God is so GOOD. 

  Love, 

        Nancy  
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Dover District Prayer Stole Ministry 
 

 If you were listening closely the past few Sundays, you have heard Pastor Jim ask for prayers for 

the Dover District Prayer Ministry.  Through the divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit, a powerful idea 

surfaced at the Prayer Revival planning meeting and was presented to the District on March 11th at the 

Revival.    

 The concern that prefaced the blessing is simply this:  Our 

churches are not connected.  We can pray fervently for our own 

individual churches, but what about the whole body of the United 

Methodist Church in this Dover District?  Are we compassionate 

and caring enough to add to our own corporate longings the pow-

erful prayers of our sister churches?  At the Leadership Day held 

on February 25th, it was heartbreaking to learn how some of our 

churches are struggling, barely making it.  What would happen if 

we rallied with them to lift up their needs and to support them?  

What would happen if we all worked together to support the activi-

ties within our communities that are dependent upon our assis-

tance, such as the Home of Hope, which will be in and of itself a God given answer to the prayers of 

women struggling with addiction, an epidemic in our state?  There is power in the name of Jesus!  …. 

Just think of the power of the prayers of the whole body of Christ known as the Methodist Church of the 

Dover District!  God is calling us to stand up for the love of Jesus Christ and we are ready to do so! 

 Our response to this awareness was this:  We are the UNITED Methodist Church, not the frag-

mented church. We are called to be intentional in our prayers, not only for the corporate body known as 

our individual church, but the whole body of the UNITED Methodist Church.  On March 11th at the Do-

ver District of the UNITED Methodist Church Prayer Re-

vival, seven prayer stoles were dedicated and blessed in our 

phase of unity.  The prayer stoles will travel from church to 

church based upon areas of the district.  Our prayer stole 

will be delivered to our church on Sunday morning April 2nd 

for us to accept in worship.  The prayer stole will be accom-

panied by a prayer journal in which we will write the corpo-

rate prayers of our church (not the intimate private personal 

prayers, but the prayers that share our church’s needs and 

visions for the future).  Corporate prayers are our response 

to God’s longing to intervene in our lives to make the King-

dom of Heaven visible on earth.  What is it that you long to see happen in our church?  We will share this 

with all so that together as a District of UNITED Methodists, we can lift all of these beautiful hopes and 

dreams before our Lord.  Remember, when God plants a vision in our hearts, He has a provision plan in 

the works! 

 When the cycle has been completed and the stoles with the journals are returned to Union United 

Methodist Church in Bridgeville, the prayers will be prepared to be presented at the next Prayer Revival 

in October, 2017.  So, let’s joyously receive the stole on April 2nd and share our corporate prayers with the 

District!  What are your hopes and dreams for Union UMC? 



 

    God’s Fire Youth Easter Egg Pick-Up Schedule 

 

If you have placed an order for any of the peanut butter, coconut, 

and/or butter cream filled chocolate 

Easter eggs, they will be ready for 

pickup by: 
 

   Monday, April 10th—6pm to 8pm 

   Tuesday, April 11th through Friday, April 14th 

                                 —9am to 3pm.   
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. “ Potted Meats” Month 

 

Potted meats are the non-perishable food items being collected during the month of  April.  Potted 
meats, like SPAM, TREAT, small canned hams, etc. are needed.  Donations can be dropped off at the 

church office or placed in the pantry cupboard located in the Narthex.    
 

Thank You! 

 

 
 

A Ministry of DelMarVa 
Teen Challenge 

 

The Home of Hope is the Mission 

focus of Union Church 

 and is located at :    

10936 Leadership Way  
(off of Rifle Range Rd.)  

Bridgeville, DE  19933 



           
 
         

 

“Keep It Shut” Ladies Bible Study beginning April 2nd!   Join us on Sun-
day mornings at 10am in Room 204 with Rita Hovermale as we take a look at 
the book “Keep It Shut”, a study on what to say, how to say it, and when to say 
nothing at all.   All women in the church are encouraged to participate.   

The text is available as an e-book --- see Rita Hovermale if you would like a 
hardcopy.  
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Native American Heritage Sunday 

April 23, 2016—10am 
 

  
 Please join us for this special one-service Sunday as we wel-
come our guest speaker, Raggi Calentine of the Native American 
Council.  Raggi will be sharing with us information about our Native 
American Heritage and how the church plays such a vital role.  She 

will also provide important information regarding the missionary work that her organi-
zation provides and how your funding helps these endeavors.   
  

 Immediately following the service there will be luncheon held in 
the Fellowship Hall, hosted by the Worship Committee.  Raggi be in 
attendance and will be available to answer any questions you may 
have about how your funding and donations are used. 
  
 We hope that you will plan to join us for this special service and 
then stay for the luncheon and fellowship and to thank Raggi for being 
with us. 
  

 A sign-up sheet will be made available during the Palm Sunday Service for food 
and dessert items needed that day. The meats will be provided by the Worship Com-
mittee. 
 

Joan Hastings 
Union UMC Native American Representative 

 

June 12th thru August 25th 
 

       Brochures are now available in the narthex with 

information about Union’s summer camp program, 

once again under the direction of Rachel Hovermale.   

       A variety of themes will be featured:  Around the 

World, Under the Sea, Olympics, Superheroes, Cook-

ing, To Infinity and Beynond, Creative, Star Wars, Lego, 

and Video Games (In Real Life).   

       Vacation Bible School will take place from July 10th—14th (9am to Noon) .  Union 

summer camp t-shirts will also be on sale in the near future.   

Contact the church office at 337-7409 if you would like additional information 

about the summer camp program or visit our website:  unioninbridgeville.com. 



 
 

 
 
 

By Steve Johnson 

 
Palm Sunday Unites Bridgeville Methodists 
 

Putting the UNITED back in the United Methodist Church—ALL ARE 
WELCOME!!  (YES, ALL MEANS ALL) 
 
On April 9, 2017 at 10:00 AM the choirs of Mount Calvary and Union Unit-
ed Methodist Churches and music groups of Union will be presenting a  
worship program with Pastors Gary Meekins and Jim Penuel presiding. 
 
Joyful Ringers, Jubilee Bell Ringers, Mount Calvary and Union Choirs and 
Praise team will be leading our congregations in joyful song.  
Please come early so that you can get a good seat. 
 
Good Friday Services—April 14, 2017 
 

On Good Friday, community services will be held at Mount Calvary (28 

Church St., Bridgeville) at Noon and at Union 7:00 PM. 
The Praise team will lead worship during the 7:00 PM service. 
 
Easter Services—April 16, 2017 
 
The Praise Team and Choir will 
be leading worship in the 9:00 
AM and 11:00 AM Easter Cele-
brations on April 16th.  Pastor 
Jim’s sermon will be “He Is Ris-
en” and is taken from the Gospel 
of Luke 24:1-12. 
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2 N. Laws St. 

Bridgeville, DE 19933 

302-337-7409 

Email: uumchurch@comcast.net 

Website:  Unioninbridgeville.com 

  

 

April Meetings 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Tuesday, 4/4—10am & 7pm 
Bible Study w/ Pastor Jim 

 
Saturday, 4/8—Worship  
Committee (strip palms) 

 
Tuesday, 4/11—10am & 7pm 

Bible Study w/ Pastor Jim 
 

Tuesday, 4/18—7pm—Worship 
Committee 

 
Wednesday, 4/19—Church Mouse 

Board  
 

Thursday, 4/20—1pm—UMW 
 

 

Union United Methodist Church  
210 Market Street 

Bridgeville, DE 19933 
302-956-0591  

 
 
 

Open: 10 am to 4 pm—Thursday thru Saturday 

 
 

Featuring local artists and crafts; estate  
jewelry; many gift items; furniture—including lamps, 

bedroom sets, dining room sets, chairs, tables, shelves, 
small decorative items, pillows, sofas and more!    
Reasonable Prices marked to sell!  Consign your  

items to us!  Proceeds assist the mission  
outreach ministries of UUMC. 

 

“Building Bridges Together” 

Using Our Head, Hands & Heart for Jesus 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday to Friday:   
9:00 am to 3:00 pm   

 

Phone: 302-337-7409   

 

Debbie Vogelsang 

Office Manager  

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES  

 
 
 
 
 

 

9 am—Contemporary Worship 
Children’s Sunday School 

(Pre-K through 6th Grades) 

10 am—Youth Sunday School 

(7th—12th Grades) 

Adult “Son-Seekers” Class 

11 am—Traditional Worship 

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 

 

The following music ministries at 
Union welcome new and returning partici-

pants —- contact the church office for  

additional information. 

 

Joyful Singers 

Joyful Handbell Ringers 

Jubilee Handbell Ringers 

Praise Team 

Chancel Choir 

Instrumentalists  

Soloists  

Special Music 
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Saturday, May 6th 

8am to Noon 
 

Gently used items are 
needed for this Camp 
Pecometh and Simul-
cast fundraiser.  Do-
nated items may be 

dropped off to the church prior to the yard 
sale—contact the church office at 337-7409 

for more information.   


