
                   

Blessings in the name of  the 
Risen Lord! 

 

        I do hope that you've taken the 
time to participate in our 40 day 
prayer challenge.  We are over half-
way.  It's still not too late to start! 
Through my conversations with peo-
ple in our congregation, it has been 
a powerful and life-changing experi-
ence.  

        Prayer has such an incredible 
impact upon our spiritual lives if we 
are willing to be committed to it. 
Prayer, like so many other things, is 
a discipline. It's a discipline to find 
time each day, commit it to the Lord, 
and to go to Him in prayer. It's in 
those times of prayer that we fight 
our greatest spiritual battles, that we 
“circle” the big dreams that God has 
for our lives and for our church, and 
that we receive the greatest revela-
tions that God has for us.  

       I challenge you to continue to 
“Pray, pray, pray!”  Even when you 
don't feel like it, pray anyway. Scrip-
ture tells us in Romans 8:26-27, “In 
the same way, the Spirit helps us in 
our weakness. We do not know what 
we ought to pray for, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us through 
wordless groans. And He who 
searches our hearts knows the mind 
of the Spirit, because the Spirit inter-
cedes for God's people in accord-
ance with the will of God.” In those 

times of weakness, God will help us 
to pray. I am absolutely confident 
that this dedicated time of prayer for 
our church will make an amazing 
impact upon our Spiritual growth.  

     If you've had a powerful experi-
ence that you'd like to share with me 
during this prayer challenge, I'd love 
to hear about it. Remember, James 
5:16 tells us, “Therefore confess 
your sins to each other and pray for 
each other so that you may be 
healed. The prayer of a righteous 
person is powerful and effective.”  
Prayer moves mountains! 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Jim Penuel 
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      I pray that you are with me on this awesome 40 Day Prayer Challenge.  I have 
been humbled at the lessons I have learned as the words from scripture and life 
wash over me and refresh my spirit.  It seems that every chapter has contained a 
“secret” message from God just for me.  I hope that you are experiencing this 

same intimacy.   
         

            As we read both the words in the book and the scriptures in the Bible, we need to enter into a sa-
cred space and sit still before God Almighty.  He longs to share His love with us, pouring His Holy Spirit 
upon us, and blessing our lives with goodness, mercy and grace.  I urge you to keep your Bible beside 
you as you read for if you struggle to find words to pray, God’s words will speak for us!  Start with the 
Psalms, or simply ask God to reveal himself to you.  Be still and He will make himself known to you. 
 

           There is a special little sacred place in our church that I have discovered!  I love being there and 
long to share my secret place with you.  I have been blessed in our little chapel, located right beside our 
sanctuary.  Come sit before the altar.  Gently touch the pages of the very old Bible on the altar, one that 
has been sacred to our church for a long time.   Sit in the pews or in one of the chairs.  Gaze around the 
church at the windows.  It is said that the walls speak and our windows do indeed.  I have been praying 
for you to come and talk with God here.  The chapel is open every day from 9 am until 3 pm during the 
week.  If you would like a prayer companion, I would be humbled to join you.  Please call me and I will 
meet you in the chapel, day or night.  If you would like to join the Prayer Team, I would be so blessed! 
In our little chapel, you will find some prayer guides awaiting you: 
         The Prayer Walk:  Pick up a guide and walk quietly and intentionally through the church as you 
pause in specific places to pray for our church and our family. 
         Praying the Scriptures at our Stained Glass Windows:  Pick up a guide and pray the scriptures 
at each of our stained glass windows.  Experience these words personally as they were written by God 
for you to receive and place in your heart.  Be fulfilled. 
         Prayers of the Bible:   A handout that presents the prayers within the pages of the Bible. 
         The Importance of Prayer:  (A guide by Mr. Sonny Hardesty)   
You will also find: 
         Our Prayer Journal for Union United Methodist Church, where the Prayers of the People are rec-
orded.  Please offer these requests to God when you visit the chapel.  Please also add any prayers that 
are on your heart so that others may lift you and your needs before the Lord.   
         Some of my personal books that I have placed for assistance in guiding our thoughts to be in pray-
er.  Just open a book and let the words speak to you.  Sit silently and ask God to speak to you.  If you 
would like to borrow a book, you may.  All I ask is that you sign it out and return it within the week in 
order that someone else might find inspiration. 
          

                           As you open your eyes in the morning, open your spirit to God.  When I start my day with God, my 
life is so much better.  Nothing can steal my joy! I believe that all things are truly possible through Him 
who has made you and me.  We are HIS children.  Nothing on earth compares to that message!  See 
you in the chapel!............................................................................................Nancy Libertini, Lay Leader 
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A Ministry of DelMarVa Teen Challenge 
 

The Home of Hope is the Mission focus of Union Church 

 and is located at :    

10936 Leadership Way (off of Rifle Range Rd.)  

Bridgeville, DE  19933 

 

 
 

 

“ HOT DOGS & BUNS” Month 

 

 

 

 

Hot dogs and buns are the food items be-
ing collected during the month of February.  
Any type of hot dogs or rolls are needed.  
Because hotdogs require refrigeration, 
please bring your donations when the 

church office is open or place in the kitchen 
refrigerator if brought on a Sunday.   

Thank You! 

 

 
Snapshots from the Church Council  

 

 
1.  Recommended purchase of two AED units 
      – one for each floor.  
2.  SPRC is developing a policy regarding the use of  
     photography of children/youth.  
3.  SPRC is developing a plan to hire a Director of Youth  
     Ministries. Job description, search committee, salary,  
     etc. to be determined. 
4.  Approved two fundraisers for the Ministerial Scholarship 
     Fund – Texas Road House Night and a Tupperware Party.  
5.  The Hands Ministry will take the lead in our fundraising 
     efforts for the Home of Hope.  
6.  Bob & Jacque Tomlinson accepted the leadership of 
     the ushers.  
7.  More Lay Shepherds are needed for this critical ministry.  
8.  Teen Challenge will be part of the service on February 19th.   
9.  The District Prayer Event will be held at Union, March 11th.  
10. Our Sunday School is growing!  We are in need of  
      additional teachers. 

11. The tentative date for VBS is July 10-14. 

Winter Silent Retreat 
February 19 - 24, 2017  

 
Come experience a daily rhythm of prayer, simple meals, communing 
with God in nature, communion, and spiritual direction. Like river 
water in a jar in which the sediment falls to the bottom, revealing the 
clear water, allow your spirit to settle and clear by resting in God. 

 
Go to:  www.pecometh.org for additional information.  

March 1, 2017 

7:00 PM 



 

 A New Norm 
 

By Martin Luther King Jr. 
 

 

Jesus gave us a new norm of greatness. If you want to be important—wonderful. If you want 

to be recognized—wonderful. If you want to be great—wonderful. But recognize that he who is 

greatest among you shall be your servant. That’s a new definition of greatness…. It means 

that everybody can be great because everybody can serve. You don’t have to have a college 

degree to serve. You don’t have to make your subject and your verb agree to serve. You don’t 

have to know about Plato and Aristotle to serve. You don’t have to know Einstein’s theory of 

relativity to serve. You don’t have to know the second theory of thermodynamics in physics to 

serve. You only need a heart full of grace, a soul generated by love. And you can be that serv-

ant.  (Drum Major Instinct (last sermon 4 Feb 1968) 
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WWW.UNIONINBRIDGEVILLE.COM 
 

Visit Union Church’s website to get: 

 

 Sunday Bulletins 

 The latest Sermon and Sermon archives 

 Union Times Newsletters 

 Calendar of  Events 

 Event cancellations due to inclement weather 

 News and information about activities and ministry 

opportunities 

 (Coming soon—online giving). 

http://inwardoutward.us4.list-manage2.com/track/click?u=838944ee48d7a9d35dcce6d60&id=5815612b9b&e=c265b955b6


 

Notes from Sunday School! 
 

                            By Cheryl Malone, Sunday School Coordinator 
 

Update on Progress--Analysis of how our ministry is doing? 
          
There is approval of the Dig-in Group Curriculum.  In order to increase the amount of 
time the children have in Sunday School, please note the following changes: 
 
 Change #1—We have a slight change in 9 AM morning worship in that children will 

leave for class right after the Children's story and before announcements. 
 Change #2—Our first extended Sunday kick off  -  One Sunday of each month we 

will extend our schedule until 10:30AM.  Typically this will be communion Sundays 
(first Sunday of the month).  This service is usually longer anyway —- we want to 
have time for the content of the studies. 

 
Our first extended Sunday, although a week late be-
cause of a snow-related cancellation, was a lot of fun.  
The children, youth and parents made scarves 
and pillows for the "Code Purple” shelter at the Gate-
way Church on Cannon Road.  Code Purple locations 
give shelter to the homeless during very cold weather.  
These items will be delivered on January 25th.  Thank 
you to the parents and youth class for pitching in to 
help.  Twelve pillows and scarves were completed.  
                                  

What contributes to our program and children's ministry?  Special thanks to Rachel 
Hovermale and all your volunteers and staff. The New Year's Day Sunday numbers 
were terrific.  The camps have brought new families to church. 
 
Needs for our Sunday  Expansion— 
 Separate classes for the 3rd & 4th Grades and the Middle School grades. 
 Another class under discussion is something for post high school young adults and 

young families.  We have growth in church and challenges to meet. 
 
Please put our Sunday School ministry in 
prayer and search your heart about volun-
teering in this ministry to teach and/or be a 
helper.  Remember God calls us and God 
will equip us. 
 

Thank You everyone and praise  

and thank You Lord!� 
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The Church Mouse Consignment Boutique & Art Gallery  
 

Open 10am-4pm Thursday – Saturday – A ministry of UUMC located at 210 Market St.    
 

Bring us your items and we’ll sell them for you.  Come join our consigning team.  We’re looking for 
home décor items, furniture, quilts, glassware, ladies accessories, and much more.  For additional 

information, please call (302-956-0591) or e-mail:  church_mouse@comcast.net.    
 

"In addition to our unique inventory, a new Princess Corner 
has recently been created with items available for young girls".  

mailto:church_mouse@comcast.net
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Camp is the perfect place to "branch out" and try new things. 

Generations of campers have grown in faith 
and maturity because they were able to have 
fun and try new things in the safe and support-
ive camp environment!  
 

 Age-appropriate camp programs for grades 
K-11.  
 Traditional camp experiences that connect 
kids with nature. 
 Specialty programs that let campers dig 
deeper into particular interests like horseback, 
archery, arts & crafts and more!  
 

Pecometh's Christian summer camp program 
has been tucked away on the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland for over 70 years, serving campers 
from Maryland, Delaware and beyond!  
 

It's been said that a week at Pecometh has a 

greater impact on a camper than a whole year 

of Sunday School. A week of camp is filled with faith, fun and fellowship for children 

and youth to grow in their spiritual journey.  

For more information about summer camp go to:  www.pecometh.org; contact Jenny 

Keim, Camp Pecometh Representative for Union Church, or contact the church office. 
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AGING  

FAITHFULLY  

 

Wednesday, 

Feb. 8th 

Noon to 1:30 PM 
 
 

Join us in the  

Fellowship Hall  

for a light luncheon 

and time of  

fellowship.   

3rd District Revival Prayer Day 
   
 

Union United Methodist Church 
2 N. Laws Street 

Bridgeville, DE 19933  
 

Lunch will be provided. 

Saturday, March 11th 

 

9 AM to 3 PM 
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14TH 
 
 
           Every February 14, across the United States and in other places around the 
world, candy, flowers and gifts are exchanged between loved ones, all in the name of 
St. Valentine. The history of Valentine’s Day–and the story of its patron saint–is 
shrouded in mystery. We do know that February has long been celebrated as a month 
of romance, and that St. Valentine’s Day, as we know it today, contains vestiges of 
both Christian and ancient Roman tradition.  
 
VALENTINE’S DAY: A DAY OF ROMANCE—Valentine greetings 
were popular as far back as the Middle Ages, though written Val-
entine’s didn’t begin to appear until after 1400. The oldest known 
valentine still in existence today was a poem written in 1415 by 
Charles, Duke of Orleans, to his wife while he was imprisoned in 
the Tower of London following his capture at the Battle of Agin-
court. (The greeting is now part of the manuscript collection of the British Library in London, 
England.)  Several years later, it is believed that King Henry V hired a writer named 

John Lydgate to compose a valentine note to Catherine of Valois.  
 
TYPICAL VALENTINE’S DAY GREETINGS—In addition to the United States, Valen-
tine’s Day is celebrated in Canada, Mexico, the United Kingdom, France and Austral-
ia. In Great Britain, Valentine’s Day began to be popularly celebrated around the 17th 
century.  
 
            By the middle of the 18th, it was common for friends and lovers of all social 
classes to exchange small tokens of affection or handwritten notes, and by 1900 

printed cards began to replace written letters due to im-
provements in printing technology. Ready-made cards were 
an easy way for people to express their emotions in a time 
when direct expression of one’s feelings was discouraged. 
Cheaper postage rates also contributed to an increase in the 
popularity of sending Valentine’s Day greetings.   
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            Americans probably began exchanging hand-
made valentines in the early 1700s. In the 1840s, Es-
ther A. Howland began selling the first mass-produced 
valentines in America. Howland, known as the “Mother 
of the Valentine,” made elaborate creations with real 
lace, ribbons and colorful pictures known as “scrap.” 
Today, according to the Greeting Card Association, an 
estimated 1 billion Valentine’s Day cards are sent 
each year around the world, making Valentine’s Day 
the second largest card-sending holiday of the year. 
(An estimated 2.6 billion cards are sent for Christmas.)   
 
           In the second half of the 20th century, the prac-
tice of exchanging cards was extended to all manner of gifts. Such gifts typically in-

clude roses, and chocolates packed in a red satin, 
heart-shaped box. In the 1980s, the diamond industry 
began to promote Valentine's Day as an occasion for 
giving jewelry. 

            The U.S. Greeting Card Association estimates 
that approximately 
190 million valentines 
are sent each year in 
the US. Half of those 

valentines are given to family members other than 
husband or wife, usually to children. When the valen-
tine-exchange cards made in school activities are in-
cluded the figure goes up to 1 billion, and teachers 
become the people receiving the most valen-
tines.  Women purchase approximately 85 percent of 

all valentine 
cards. 
 
             The rise of Internet popularity is cre-
ating new traditions. Millions of people now 
use digital means of creating and sending 
Valentine's Day greeting messages such 
as e-cards, love coupons or printable greet-
ing cards.       
   
  

(Excerpts taken from the History Channel) 
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Dover District Leadership Training 

Saturday, February 25, 2017 

Classes are Open to Both Clergy and Laity 

$7 per person covers registration and resource materials 

Registration Deadline: February 15, 2017 

Avenue United Methodist Church  
20 N. Church St. Milford, DE 19963 

For directions, please call the church at (302) 422-8111 
 

Schedule: 
08:30 am Registration Begins 
09:00 am Gathering & Opening Devotion (Sanctuary) 
09:15 am Classes Begin 
11:30 am  Gathering & Closing Devotion (Sanctuary) 
12:00 pm Lunch 
01:00 pm Celebration of Lay Leadership until 2:30 pm 
 

 
 

 
The purpose of Leadership Training is to equip both clergy and laity for service in mission and min-
istry within the local church, district, and conference.  Presenters will address several different min-
istry areas and discuss how to meet the needs of those areas in the local church, the connection of 
the UMC and the world.  Learn how Discipleship and Servant Leadership work hand-in-hand by at-
tending one of these workshops: 
 

THE STAFF/PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Rev. Dr. Kyung-Hee Sa, Dover District Superintendent 

The responsibilities of the SPRC; the importance of confidentiality in personnel issues; the process 

for the Pastor's Performance Review; establishing pastoral compensation; an overview of the pas-

toral appointment process; and strengthening the ministry covenant will be addressed.  

 

ACCOUNTABLE DISCIPLESHIP FOR LAITY 

Mrs. Denise Snyder, Dover District Lay Leader 

This course will provide Laity with the skills needed to be accountable disciples within the local con-

gregation.  Accountable discipleship is how disciples of Jesus Christ live in God's household.  It is 

the living of God's household rules in their daily lives.  The rules of the household were summa-

rized by Jesus when he asked which was the greatest commandment.  He told his questioner to 

love God and to "love your neighbor as yourself." (From Chap. 1 of Accountable Discipleship by 

Steven W. Manskar) 
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THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Rev. Bruce Rogers, Long Neck UMC, Millsboro, DE 

Review the structure, responsibility and relationship of the Board of Trustees in local churches; in-

cluding legal issues, the importance of the incorporation of the local church, comprehensive insur-

ance coverage, and other property matters.  

 

THE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

Mr. William Westbrook, Peninsula-Delaware Conference Treasurer 

Explore compensation issues, the differing functions of the offices of Financial Secretary and 

Treasurer, and learn how a local church can create vital internal controls in the handling of funds.  

 

NOMINATIONS & LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 

Rev. Christine Bowden, Mt. Olivet UMC, Seaford, DE 

Learn how to bring your local church from simply filling slots to empowering ministry by building a 

great leadership team. 

 

EVANGELISM 

Rev. Dennis Derr, Carey’s UMC, Millsboro, DE 

Jesus said, "Go ye and make disciples." This will be a time of sharing and learning about the roles 

of individuals and of local churches as they relate to Christ's Great Commission.  

 

MISSIONINSITE/STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESS 

Rev. Jim Penuel, Union UMC, Bridgeville, DE 

MissionInsite is a powerful tool that is free for use in all of the churches in our Conference. It is a 

program that gives us a wealth of demographic information of all types concerning our communi-

ties. How do we use this information and form ministries and strategic plans based upon the infor-

mation gleaned from mission insite? How do we develop strategic plans based upon the 

"assessment" aspect of the strategic planning process, with the use of this tool? We will explore 

these questions and more in this class. 

WORSHIP 

Rev. Sally Stewart, Felton-Viola UMC; Felton, DE  

Working as a team, learn how to develop your congregation as an active, vital worship community 

that involves the whole congregation and allows all people to offer their gifts in liturgically and cul-

turally creative and powerful ways. 

 

SMALL GROUPS CLASS CANCELLED 12-19-2016 

Rev. D. Todd Hurley, Seaford-Reliance:  Gethsemane UMC, Seaford, DE 

Small groups – what they are, how to get started, and how they can strengthen ministry.  
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PRISON OUTREACH 

Rev. Rory Russell, Chaplain, Sussex Correctional Institute; Georgetown, DE 

What happens when my loved one is incarcerated?  Quit avoiding the topic - how you can as-
sist your loved one in prison?  You’d be surprised who’s in prison (Internet crime is crime). 
What can our local Churches do to help? 

 

RACE RECONCILIATION 

Rev. Dave Humphrey, Mariner’s Bethel UMC; Ocean View, DE 

Learn about our United Methodist understanding of scriptural and theological racial justice. Dis-

cover how to usher in a process of healthy dialogue and education that will create worship ex-

periences seeking the forgiveness that flows from the act of repentance and create specific ac-

tion plans in order to achieve our Conference’s vision: “Connected Christians Offering the Hope 

of Jesus Christ in Today’s World.”  

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 

Cliff McCall, Youth Pastor, Avenue UMC, Milford, DE 

"The Art Intentionality" 

Join Youth Pastor, Cliff McCall, and see what makes a youth ministry effective and prolific.  

This talk will take a look at some of the frequently asked questions around vision casting, plan-

ning, inception, growth, programming, and volunteer coordination.  Learn a little more about 

what it means to be intentional with the youth of your church! 

PRAYER & HEALING MINISTRY 

Rev. Ed Kuhling, Grace UMC, Millsboro, DE 

Learn how to use your spiritual gifts to fulfill the will of God by instituting this unique and vital 

ministry within your congregation. 

 

SAFE SANCTUARIES 

Melva Jean Slonin  

One of the Safe Sanctuaries goals is to prevent child abuse in the church.   Learn how the Safe 
Sanctuaries Policy reinforces our commitment to demonstrate Jesus’ love and care of children 
as affirmed in the Baptismal covenant. 

Another goal is to prevent false abuse accusations of clergy, staff and volunteers, including 

sexual misconduct or harassment.  

 

CONNECTIONAL GIVING FOR MISSION 

Ray Yarnall, Wesley UMC, Dover, DE 

Learn how our Apportionment funds enable us to do together what we could not do alone as 

one church, district or annual conference.  Learn how through our Connectional Giving we are 

connected to others in the Methodist faith throughout God’s Kingdom. 
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Dover District Leadership Training - Saturday, February 25, 2017 

Registration Form 

Classes are Open to Both Clergy and Laity 

Registration Deadline: February 15, 2017 

The cost of $7 per person covers registration and resource materials. 
 

Each person attending needs to complete a registration form. 
 

 
 

 
 

Please make checks/money orders payable to: 

The Peninsula-Delaware Conference 

Please return registration with $7 check or money order to: 

Dover District 
Attn: Cathy Myers - Leadership Training 

30 Loockerman Plaza 
Dover, DE 19901 

Name:   

Address: 

  

  

Phone:   
Email
: 

  

Church/Charge:   

SELECT ONE CLASS TO ATTEND: 

  
Staff/Parish Relations 
Committee 

    
Accountable Disci-
pleship for Laity 

    
The Board of Trus-
tees 

  
The Finance Commit-
tee 

    
Nominations & 
Leadership Devel-
opment 

    Evangelism 

  
Mission-
Insite/Strategic Plan-
ning Process 

    Worship     Prison Outreach 

  Race Reconciliation     
Small Groups CAN-
CELLED 12/19/16 

    Children’s Ministry 

  
Prayer & Healing Min-
istry 

    Safe Sanctuaries     
Connectional Giv-
ing for Mission 

Union T imes Volume 3 Issue 2  Page 15 



2 N. Laws St. 

Bridgeville, DE 19933 

302-337-7409 

Email: uumchurch@comcast.net 

Website:  Unioninbridgeville.com 

 
  February Meetings 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Wednesday, Feb. 8th (Noon) -  

Aging Faithfully 

 

Monday, Feb. 13th (7pm) -  

SPRC 

 

Thursday, Feb. 16th (1pm) -  

UMW 

 

Tuesday, Feb. 21st (7pm) -  

Ministry Leads 

 

 

Union United Methodist Church  
210 Market Street 

Bridgeville, DE 19933 
302-956-0591  

 
 
 

Open: 10 am to 4 pm—Thursday thru Saturday 

 
 

Featuring local artists and crafts; estate  
jewelry; many gift items; furniture—including lamps, 

bedroom sets, dining room sets, chairs, tables, shelves, 
small decorative items, pillows, sofas and more!    
Reasonable Prices marked to sell!  Consign your  

items to us!  Proceeds assist the mission  
outreach ministries of UUMC. 

 

“Building Bridges Together” 

Using Our Head, Hands & Heart for Jesus 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday to Friday:   
9:00 am to 3:00 pm   

 

Phone: 302-337-7409   

 

Debbie Vogelsang 

Office Manager  

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES  

 
 
 
 
 

 

9 am—Contemporary Worship 
Children’s Sunday School 

(Pre-K through 6th Grades) 

10 am—Youth Sunday School 

(7th—12th Grades) 

Adult “Son-Seekers” Class 

11 am—Traditional Worship 

MUSIC OPPORTUNITIES 

 

The following music ministries at 
Union welcome new and returning partici-

pants —- contact the church office for  

additional information. 

 

Joyful Singers 

Joyful Handbell Ringers 

Jubilee Handbell Ringers 

Praise Team 

Anthem Choir 

Instrumentalists  

Soloists  

Special Music 
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Sunday, Feb. 12th—Delmarva 

Teen Challenge Sunday 
 

Sunday, Feb. 19th—Consecration 
Sunday 


