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Why Thanksgiving? 
  
Col 3:15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye 
are called in one body; and be ye thankful. 2 Co 9:15 Thanks be unto God 
for his unspeakable gift. 
  

Thanksgiving is a unique kind of holiday when you stop to think about it. 
  

As far as I could find, nothing special of historical significance ever happened on the 
4th Thursday of November that affected our entire nation. No one famous was born on that day; 
no new continents were discovered; no nations declared their independence; no presidents 
were born; no treaties were signed; and no significant battles were fought. 
  

There aren't any special interest groups that are honored on the 4th Thursday of November, 
such as secretaries, mothers, laborers, or veterans. 
 

The day has absolutely no liturgical significance as far as the church is concerned. It isn't the 
beginning of a new season in the church's calendar; no well-known saints were martyred, no 
waters were parted, no known miracles performed. 
  

But every year in November, we make a pretty big deal out of celebrating nothing special. 
We get in our cars and travel for hours to gather with family members for a Thanksgiving Day 
feast. Recipes that have been passed on for generations get dug out of file boxes; the China 
and silverware get retrieved from the china cabinet, and a huge table is covered with a nice 
cloth. Special trips are made to the grocery store just to buy the ingredients needed for the holi-
day feast.  Including my favorite, eggnog! 
  

By Wednesday evening, most of our refrigerators are packed so full of food that it will be hard to 
find what you are looking for. Practically all of Thursday will be spent in the kitchen cooking tur-
key and stuffing, or ham and there are the sweet potatoes, cranberry relish, and homemade 
pumpkin pie.  By the way, Debbie makes a mean pumpkin pie!  She made several for our last 
Wednesday night Mid-week recharge in October, and I feasted on it!  Thanks, Deb! 
  

Even the poor make out fairly well on Thanksgiving Day. Instead of a bowl of soup and a slice of 
bread at a mission, several area churches will treat whoever shows up to the mission to a boun-
tiful meal. Some agencies supply big food baskets. It's the one night of the year when we try to 
make sure that everyone goes to bed with a full belly and leftovers waiting in the refrigerator. 
 

On Thanksgiving Day, we will make a big deal out of celebrating a day when nothing special 
happened! That's really unusual when you stop to think about it, and yet it also seems strangely 
appropriate. The fact that we arbitrarily choose a day to give thanks says something significant 
about the people of our great nation, the United States of America. 
 

There really isn't anything special that we are obligated to be thankful for this week. Thanksgiving is a day 
that reminds us that gratitude is a condition of the heart. It is not necessarily a response to anything spe-
cial that happens in our lives; rather, it is a lifestyle that we are called to live. The Bible says, “Be ye 
thankful”. 
 

Thanksgiving Day has three faces: one is historical, one secular, and one Scriptural. 
 

                                                                                        (continued on page 2) 
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(Pastor’s Page “Why Thanksgiving” continued) 
 
The historical side of this day is the Pilgrim face. You know the story about the early American Pilgrims who barely sur-
vived the first winter in their "New England" and then celebrated their first summer harvest with a feast.  The Pilgrims came 
to this land to worship God in their own way without restrictions. Their faith helped them through great hardship. 
  

In 1620, when the Mayflower landed, they had 102 people in their community. Due to starvation, the harsh weather, and attacks by hostile na-
tives, 51 people died that winter. They were buried in unmarked graves because the pilgrims did not want the natives to know how small their 
numbers had become and how vulnerable they were by then. 
  

In the spring they planted 3 crops: English Peas, Barley, and Indian corn. Only the Indian corn survived; this corn was not the big, plump and yel-
low variety like the corn we are used to. The ears were only about 2 to 3 inches long and had kernels of different colors.  The tradition of the First 
Thanksgiving is steeped in myth and legend.  Few people realize that the Pilgrims did not celebrate Thanksgiving the next year, or any year there-
after, though some of their descendants later made a Forefathers' Day, which usually occurred on December 21 or 22.   
  

The Pilgrims harvested only 20 acres of land their first year. And to top it all off, a second shipload of 35 settlers arrived without any provisions 
because they expected to live off the crops the first settlers had raised. By the end of their second winter in Plymouth, Mass, food had been ra-
tioned out to 5 kernels of corn for each person per day.  With all that happened to them, the Pilgrims had little for which to give thanks. Their food 
supplies were low and their Native American friends had supplied much of the food on the table that day.  As they sat around the table, they sure-
ly missed their moms and dads, their husbands and wives, their children who had died during that first harsh winter.  And yet, despite it all, they 
gathered and gave thanks to God. 
 

The secular side of Thanksgiving has reference to the national holiday authorized by Congress as a day away from work and business as usual. 
President George Washington established the first official Thanksgiving Day holiday in 1789. This was a controversial decision and newspaper 
editorials complained that states should proclaim their own Thanksgiving holidays if they chose to do so.   It wasn't until 1827 that Thanksgiving 
Day as we know it, was proclaimed by Congress to be the third Thursday of November for all states. Beginning in that year, Mrs. Sarah Josepha 
Hale began lobbying each elected President to instate Thanksgiving as a national holiday, but her lobbying was unsuccessful until 1863 when 
Abraham Lincoln made his Thanksgiving Proclamation. At that time, he declared that the last Thursday of each November was to be observed as 
a national Thanksgiving Day holiday . 
 

The Scriptural side of our national Thanksgiving Day celebration reaches back well beyond the Pilgrim years and into our earliest religious roots 
thousands of years ago. It reflects God's reminder to his people to give thanks for the many blessings of life.  This religious face is best captured 
in a passage from Deuteronomy 8. It represents a time in the history of the Hebrew nation, very much like the time in the history of our early 
American Pilgrims.   After suffering and struggling in the desert for 40 years to reach the Promised Land of Israel, they had finally made it to a 
fruitful land flowing with milk and honey.  And so, they gathered to celebrate, but even more important, to remember who gave them their freedom 
and their blessings and to whom they owed devoted praise and service.  Read Deuteronomy 8, with emphasis on verses 3 and 10-11. 
  

Going back to the American Pilgrims, we can see now that they gave thanks for what they had, without considering what they didn’t 
have.  If you are feeling low this season, how is it possible to give thanks? No matter what the Pilgrims had, or the Israelites had, they paused at 
Thanksgiving to affirm that what they had was "enough," regardless of what they did not have or despite what they had lost. On that day, 
they expressed gratitude with a feeling that they had abundance in their lives.  It's only when we believe we have enough that we are truly grate-
ful. Having enough is a matter determined by one’s heart and soul, not by how much money we have or by or what others have.  Godliness with 
contentment is a great gain. 
  

The difference between people who operate from the principle of abundance and those who live by the principle of scarcity is that some people 
approach life with an attitude that says, "There is never enough. There is not enough esteem… not enough money… is not enough love. There-
fore, I must grasp and compete and hoard."  Grateful people approach life with an attitude that assumes there is more than enough for everyone. 
There is more than enough money. There is more than enough love. There is more than enough esteem. We can decide to be open-handed and 
open-hearted as an act of faithfulness rather than comparing ourselves to anyone else. Instead of being tight and self-protective, we can be free, 
generous, and grateful. 
  

I read to you at the beginning of this message from 2 Co 9:15, Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. What is that gift?  Jn 3:16 For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
 Rom. 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Jas 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning. 

  

Our thanks is to be unto God. We have a lot for which to be thankful every day. 
 Eph 5:20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
 1 Co 15:57 But thanks be to God, which gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 2 Co 2:14 Thanks be unto God, which always causes us to triumph in Christ, and make manifest the savor of his knowledge by us in every place. 
 

This Thanksgiving, and every day, let's be thankful for what has been given by our Savior.  Let us be willing to share physically and spiritually as 
we celebrate.  As we looked back, I hope you saw that the fourth Thursday of November really is a special day!  Union Methodist, enjoy this 
month of praise and thanksgiving! 
                                                                                                                        Happy Thanksgiving—Pastor Mark 
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11/2—ALL SAINTS SUNDAY; Holy Communion—[Daylight Savings Time Ends] 

         Security & Parking Meeting for the Walk of Warmth—Following worship 

11/3—Methodist Women serving the Kiwanis Dinner—6pm 

11/5—Mid-Week Recharge Gathering—6pm to 7:30pm 

11/6—Staff Meeting—10am 

           Planning Meeting for Walk of Warmth—6:30pm 

11/7—Union hosts Lasagna Dinner for WHS Football Senior Night—3pm 

11/8—Methodist Men’s Breakfast Fellowship in Seaford—8am 

11/9—Veterans Day Service—10am 

       Meeting for Display Volunteers for the Walk of Warmth—Following worship 

11/11—VETERANS DAY  [Church Office is Closed] 
        Finance Committee Meeting—3:30pm 
         SPRC Meeting—6pm 
 Worship Committee Meeting—7pm 

11/12—Mid-Week Recharge Gatherings—6pm to 7:30pm 

11/16—Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Dedication—10am 

11/17—Methodist Women serving the Kiwanis Dinner—6pm 

11/18—Staff Meeting—10am 

 Church Council Meeting—7pm 

11/19—Mid-Week Recharge Gatherings—6pm to 7:30pm 

11/20—Methodist Women’s Fellowship Meeting—1pm 

11/23—Thanksgiving Sunday Service—10am 
 Annual Business Meeting 

11/27—THANKSGIVING DAY  [Church Office is Closed] 

11/28—[Church Office is Closed] 

11/30—FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT—Hanging of the Greens Service –10am 

WEDNESDAYS   
Praise Team Practice—5pm 

Mid-Week Recharge—6pm to 7:30pm 
 

SUNDAYS   
Ladies Sunday School—9am 

Worship & Praise Service—10am 
Children’s Wiggle Worship—10:15am 

Adult Sunday School—11am 
 

Holy Communion—1st Sunday of the Month 
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Union has dozens of hymnals that are no 

longer needed or are in use but may be of 

great use in another place of worship.  Feel 

free to take the hymnals if you, or someone 

you know, could make use of them.            

The hymnals are free and are currently       

located in the vestibule when you enter the 

Sanctuary from Laws Street.   

The Finance Committee is beginning their 

work drafting the 2026 Budget.   

A Budget Request Form is available at the 

Church Office (on the door) if you see a 

need to increase or decrease your ministry 

budget for 2026. 

Call the church office if you need more    

information about your current 2025 

budget amount.   

All budget request forms must be         

turned in to the church office  no later 

than Sunday, Nov. 2nd.  

 

 

Our new children’s “wiggle worship”  time held during the morning 

worship service is open for children in Kindergarten up through 

4th Grade.   Check it out!  
 

1st Sunday—Jill Jackson 

2nd Sunday—Crystal Brock 

3rd Sunday—Melissa Mitchell 

4th Sunday—Rick Orwig   
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The Methodist Women’s group  

will  meet on  
 

Thursday, November 20th at 1pm  
 

Ladies are asked to bring  

Pudding cups and/or fruit cups  of 

any kind to contribute to the  

Christmas food baskets.   
 

Joan Hastings is the Hostess for this 

meeting.  Contact Joan if you are 

able to help with the refreshments.   

 

 

METHODIST MEN’S  

FELLOWSHIP 
 

Saturday—November 8th  

8:00 AM 
 

Join us at the Golden Eagle Diner 

in Seaford for breakfast as we 

continue our Methodist Men’s   

Fellowships.   

All are Welcome  

— bring a friend! 

When making a donation, over-and-above 

your regular tithes and offering, towards our 

goal of having a Family Ministries Coordina-

tor, be sure to clearly designate “Ministries 

Coordinator” on your envelope or check.  

  

You can also designate your donation 

through: www.unioninbridgeville.com / GIVE / 

Ministries Coordinator.   

 

We are looking forward to seeing how we can 

grow our church, especially our children and  

family ministries at Union.  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2025 

 

10AM 



Page 6  Union T imes Volume 10 Issue 11  

 

         

 

 

 

Join us on Wednesday evenings from 6pm to 7:30pm as we fellowship mid-week to 

“Recharge”. [Session #2 thru Oct. 22nd] 
 

Session #2 is planned for:  November 5th, 12th, & 19th.  

We’ll have a short break for Thanksgiving and resume on 

December 3rd.   
 

Session #3: Jan. 7th—Feb. 11th.   
 

Session #4:  March 4th—April 15th     
 

Each Recharge gathering will begin at 6pm with dinner.  At 6:30pm, 

adults will choose to participate in a Bible Study or a variety of    

workshops/activities.   The  children will receive biblical  instruction 

through storytelling, arts and crafts, and music.   The  evening  ends  

with  a  brief  devotion and prayer concluding by 7:30pm.     

     

 

 

 

Under Jeff Allen’s leadership, our new graduate/young adult group will 

currently be meeting at his home on Sunday evenings at 6:30pm.  

Contact Jeff for additional information about this ministry.  We’re 

excited about this new fellowship opportunity for our young adults.      
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SUNDAY 

NOVEMBER 2, 2025 

All church activities, events, and/or 

fundraisers must be approved  

by the Church Council.   
 

The church events calendar for 2026 

will be voted upon at the next Church 

Council meeting scheduled for  

Tuesday, November 18th at 7pm.   
 

Contact the church office if you  

would like to have an event included  

in next year’s line up.   
 

   

Union Church Supports  
Missions Around the World!  

 

    
 

Lance & Laura Ostman [Mindinao, Philippines] 
 

David & Dottie LaCompte  [The Caucasus, Armenia] 
 

Treasures of the Nation Children’s Center [Kyiv, Ukraine] 
 

Amadeus & Masha DeKastle [Kyrgyzstan & Tajikistan]  
 
In November and December our annual review of our  
current missionaries will take place to determine whether  
to continue support in 2026 or replace with another local or foreign mission 
project or missionaries.  Contact the church office if you have a missions  
project you would like to see considered in 2026 or wish to be involved with  
the Missions Committee.  We welcome your interest in missions.     
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Veterans Day  

Service 

Sunday 

November  9, 2025 

U.S. ARMY   RANK 

Adams, R. Francis    

Banning, Harry C. 

Breeding, Mike         Command Sgt. Major 

Brohawn, Howard 

Burket, Bob   SP-4 

Cannon, Virgil 

Chaney, Bill Jo  WWII POW 

Clawson, John  Sgt. E-5 

Fleetwood, Ronald L. 

Hartzell, William L 

Heflin, Don    E-5 

Holmes, Harold M.  SP-5 

Johnson, Bob  (medical support) 

Jones, Stephen  Sgt. 

Kelly, Edwin J., Jr. 

Kimble, Mark   SFC 

Knowles, William R.  PFC 

Lewis, Richard  Major 

Mowbray, Charles  2
nd

 Lt. 

Nichols, John S. 

Norton, Aubrey L.  SSgt. 

Pepper, Brian  Sgt. 

Pepper, Frank  Pfc. 

Ray, Kirk L., Jr.  Sgt. Major 

Reynolds, Matthew B. WO-5 

Speicher, David C.  Sgt. 

Struble, Harrison  Cpl. 

Taylor, Elwood  Sgt. 

Tomlinson, Bob   

Trussell, John W.  SP-4 

Williamson, Bruce 

U.S. ARMY AIR CORP. RANK 

Baker, Charles W.  2
nd

 Lt. & POW 

Wheatley, Joseph R., Sr. SSgt. & POW 

 
 

U.S. ARMY WOMEN’S CORP 

Kelly, Elizabeth 

  
 

U.S. ARMY RESERVES RANK 

Carlisle, Richard F.  

Hovermale, Roger  SSgt. 

LaChance, Jeffery W. E-3 

 
 

U.S. ARMY NATIONAL GUARD RANK 

Foskey, Kendall   SSgt. 

Rosengren, Dick  

Wilson, Wilmer T., Jr. 

  
 

U.S. AIR NATIONAL GUARD RANK 

Heimberger, John   SMSgt. E-8 

 
 

U.S. ARMY ROTC 

Kim, Alexis 
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U.S. AIR FORCE  RANK 

Carlisle, Russell K.  Lt. Col. 

Chisenhall, Holly  Sr. Amn 

Hardesty, George F., Jr. SSgt. 

Heimberger, Linda  MSgt. E-7 

Lewis, Ari   TSgt. 

Mekins, Milton J., Sr. Sgt.  

Pepper, Michael  Major 

Pepper, Steve   

Rozumalski, Dennis   

Tull, Leroy Thomas  B-29 Gunner 

Vankeuren, Robert  Command Chief 

Vogelsang, Daniel J. TSgt. F-6 

Contact the Church  

Office to have any  

current or past military 

family member  

included. 

U.S. NAVY   RANK 

Bell, Mark   ISC (AW) 

Curtis, Amber  PO-3  

Grantham, Larry  SASH 

Heimburger, Joey   

James, J. Edwin  Gunner’s Mate 

McCoy, Keith   PO-3 

Passwaters, Josephine P. Y2C 

Stokesbury, William  

U.S. MARINE CORP. RANK 

Callaway, Brittany  SSgt. 

Callaway, Brock  SSgt. 

Callaway, Noble III  CWO-5 

Callaway, Vance  Cpl. 

Callaway, William  SSgt. 

Campbell, Jared T.             Cpl. E-4  

DiBlasi, Joseph V.  Cpl. 

Hill, Floyd   Pfc. 

Kimble, Christopher  LCpl. 

Lewis, Mark A.  SSgt. 

Mervine, Jay   Captain 

Mowbray, Dennis  Sgt. 

Mowbray, John Paul Cpl. 

Mowbray, Phillip M.  Sgt. 

Noble, Alfred H.  Lt. Gen. 

Pepper, Robert H.  Lt. Gen. 

Rickards, Chris  SSgt. 

Rogers, Phillip  Cpl. 

Twilley, Christopher  SSgt. 

Wright, Damian  Cpl. E-4 
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Christmas Poinsettias  
  $10.00 Each 

 

If you would like to place a poinsettia (8” pot) in the church in honor of, or in 

memory  of  a  loved  one,  please complete an order form available in mid-

November.  Orders  are  due  on,  or  before,   December 1st.    

Checks should be made payable to: Jeff’s Greenhouse 

Please return your order form and payment to the Church Office or clearly designated and     

place in the offering.   Flowers will be displayed on Sundays, Dec. 14th & 22nd and on Christmas 

Eve, Dec. 24th.   

The poinsettias should be taken home after that service.   

   

 

 

 

UNION CHURCH CARES FOR CHILDREN 

 

Under the direction of Jean Wilson and the many volunteers on her com-
mittee, the Mitten Tree & Food Basket ministries will begin once again in 
November.   

Start thinking ahead and looking for special sales on items 
boys and girls request at Christmas time.  A mitten for each boy and girl in the 
Woodbridge School District in need of Christmas assistance will be hung on the 
Mitten Tree in the narthex along with additional information about them includ-
ing their age, clothing sizes and items on their “wish list”.   

Requested items for the Food Baskets are:    Peanut Butter,  Jelly/Jams,   Macaroni & 
Cheese, Stuffing Mix, Gravy, Instant Mashed Potatoes, Boxed Cereals, Chicken Noodle or 
Vegetable Beef Soups, Crackers, Pudding Packs, Applesauce, Fruit Cups, Spaghetti O’s, Ra-
violi, etc.    

In 2024, the Mitten Tree ministry and Food Baskets were able to pro-
vide for 138 children.   
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THANK YOU  
 

to those that  

contributed to our 

Coin Drive  in     

September  and  

October  to  assist  children desiring to 

go to a week of   Christian camp during 

the summer somewhere to go. 

THANK YOU!   

 

November 23, 2025  

 

Our annual church     

business meeting will 

take place immediately 

following the morning 

worship service.   

The Agenda:   

• Year-to-date expenditures 

• Proposed budget for 2026 

• Committee & Leadership positions 

• ByLaw Changes & Additions 

If you are in need of a smoke detector 
for your residence, contact the Bridgeville 

Fire Department to obtain one.   

302-337-7272 

302-337-3000 

Sunday 

November 2, 2025 

10:00 AM 

Union & WHS Blue Raiders Football 

Friday, November7th—3:30pm 

 

Union will once again host the Woodbridge High School  

Football Team for their annual lasagna dinner prior to their  

Senior Recognition Night game versus Sussex Tech.   

If you are available to help that afternoon, please be at the church by 3pm.   

We thank the many folks that  

contributed food items to make  

the meal and for those helping in 

the kitchen and serving.   
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   13—Carla Killmon 

   16—Owen Jackson 

   20—Stephani Adams 

   22—Paige Taylor 

   25—Marge Orwig 

   27—Emma Schutt 

   30—Travis Allen 

 If  you have a birthday and have not been listed, please contact    

Debbie in the Church Office so you can be included in  

our birthday listing.  Thank You.   

 

        We are seeking children and 

youth (2
nd

 Grade or higher) to light 

and extinguish the altar candles   

during a worship service.  

A new schedule has been posted in 

the hallway by Pastor Mark’s office for available Sunday 

dates for our Acolytes to sign up for. 

   If you are currently not an acolyte, but are interested in 

being involved in this ministry, please contact Joan         

Hastings, Pastor Mark, or call the church office.    

 

"Hanging of  the Greens" is a             
traditional Christian ceremony where 

evergreen plants and other decorations 
are used to prepare our Sanctuary space    

for the Advent and Christmas            
seasons. Originating in Europe, this 
practice symbolizes eternal life and 

hope in Christ, as evergreens remain 
green and alive in winter.   

Our service that morning will be a    
joyful anticipation of  Christ's birth.   

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2025 
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As part of Union’s new Christmas outreach and gift to our community,  we are seek-
ing individuals and/or families that are willing to prepare a display and/or assist with 
staffing this event.  These representations of our love for Jesus and His people may 

be an interactive one (examples:  candy cane tasting, make a luminaire, etc.) or some 
displays may simply be for visual enjoyment (examples:  Victorian Christmas, winter 

wonderland, train garden, beachy Christmas, etc.).    

Unleash your creativity!    

Contact the church office at 302-337-7409 for more information  
about the displays or to help.   
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We need YOUR help to make our online church  

directory as accurate and updated as possible.   
 

If you are currently not in the church directory, please contact the church office.  We 

would love to have all of our Union church family included. 

If you are listed in the directory, but have not submitted a photo.  Contact the Church Office and we’ll be happy to take 

your photo or you may choose to select a favorite photo you already have (your photo will be returned to you).    Having a 

complete pictorial directory is helpful to us all to learn names and recognize others within our church family.   

 Do you have the CHURCH DIRECTORY on your phone?  It’s easy to do.  Go to the App Store or Google play 

and search Instant Church Directory.  From there select Union UMC.  You will need to enter your email — it must match 

the one on file with the church.  Follow the instructions.  You will receive a confirmation email for security purposes.  If 

you have any problems, please contact the church office for assistance.  If you have had any changes to your contact 

information, keep us informed so the directory can be kept up-to-date.   You do not need to be a Union church 

member to be included in the online directory.    Contact Debbie in the church office at 302-337-7409 if 

you have any questions.   

 

The following additions to our current    
Bylaws have been proposed and will be 

voted upon at the annual business      
meeting planned for Sunday, November 
23rd immediately following the morning 

worship service. 

 
REAL ESTATE ACQUISITION/DISPOSITION - Church Property Acquisitions and/or 
Dispositions will take place under the oversight of  the Trustees.  The Trustees will serve as legal 
representatives on behalf  of  the Union Methodist Church in all matters pertaining to the acquisi-
tion of  land,   property, facilities, residences, etc.  The disposition of  same will also fall under the 
oversight of  the Trustees.  The Trustees must then present any request for acquisition or disposi-
tion to the Church Council for approval.  There will be a special called meeting for the purpose 
of  allowing the congregation to make a final decision.  A simple majority vote is needed.  

 

ARTICLE IV—CHURCH LEADERSHIP & STAFF— B.  Staff:  Administrative, Sup-
port, Ministry, etc.:  - 1)  With Church Council approval and in conjunction with the Finance 
Committee, the Staff  Pastor-Parish Committee will have oversight and the authority to hire all 
other support, administrative, and ministry staff  not currently in place.  2)  The criteria and job 
description for the position being filled will be determined by the Staff  Pastor-Parish Committee.  
3)  Employees of  Union Methodist Church must be in agreement and abide by the policies as set 
forth in the Employee Manual.   Depending on the staff  position being filled, a background 
check, credit check, reference check, and the filling out of  a detailed application/resume may be 
required.   
 

ARTICLE III—CHURCH MEMBERSHIP:  Confirmed Youth between the ages of  12 and 
18 are considered members of  Union Methodist Church; however, voting privileges are not 
granted until the age of  16.    
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ONLINE GIVING THROUGH APPLE PAY; GOOGLE PAY; PAYPAL; OR CREDIT 

CARD (a 2.5% SERVICE CHARGE WILL APPLY.) 

 

ONLINE GIVING is available through the Union Church website for the  following:      
 

 

Tithes & Offerings    Local & Foreign Missions 

Memorial Gifts   Family Ministries Coordinator  

Renovation Projects        Mitten Tree Ministry 

Building Fund                           Disaster Relief 

Designated Giving     Special Needs 

Capital Improvements                    Other . . .  

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2025 

 

“Give thanks in all circumstances;  

for this is the will of God in  

Christ Jesus for you.”   

I Thessalonians 5:18 

 

 

 

 

703 E King St.  

Seaford, DE 19973 

There are many opportunities to  

help our neighbors and to serve  

as a volunteer at Love Inc.  

For more information about  

volunteer opportunities, call the  

Love Inc Connection Center at  

302-629-7050.   
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3RD ANNUAL REDEMPTION CITY  

"UGLY SWEATER" 5K RUN/WALK 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 2025 
10:00 am 

Join us that morning as we dedicate the     

shoeboxes prior to transport to Baltimore to 

be shipped overseas for the children.   
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July  
4  INDEPENDENCE DAY (Church Office is Closed) 
7-11  Summer Camp Week #3 
8  SPRC Meeting, 7pm  
14-18  Summer Camp Week #4 
22  Church Council Meeting, 7pm 
27  Recognition of New Members, 10am 
28 – 8/1  Summer Camp Week #5 
28 – 8/1  FCA Day Camp 
 
August 
4-8  Summer Camp Week #6 
11-15  Summer Camp Week #7  
12  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 
18-22  Summer Camp Week #8 
24 All-Church Breakfast, 8am 
24 Summer Camp Sunday 
 
SEPTEMBER  
Month of September – Camp Scholarships Coin Drive 

1  LABOR DAY (Church Office is Closed) 

7 UNION DAY & Church Picnic 
9 SPRC Meeting, 6pm  
      Worship Committee Meeting, 7pm  
10 Mid-Week Recharge Kick-off 
13  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Mtg., 8am 
18  Methodist Women’s Meeting, 1pm 
23 Church Council Meeting, 7pm 
24 “See You at the Pole”  
 
October  
Month of October – Camp Scholarships Coin Drive 

3  Kid’s Zone @ WHS Homecoming—4pm 
5  World Communion Sunday 
10 – 11  Apple Scrapple Festival 
13  COLUMBUS DAY (Church Office is Closed) 
16 Methodist Women’s Meeting, 1pm 

18 Women’s Day Event—Noon—3pm 

21 SPRC Meeting—7pm 

23 “Walk of Warmth & Light”  

                Planning Meeting—6:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

November 

1  Mitten Tree Collection Begins 
2  All Saints Day Service 
8  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 
11 VETERANS DAY  (Church Office is Closed) 
11 Finance Committee Meeting, 3:30pm 
      SPRC Meeting, 6pm 
      Worship Committee Meeting, 7pm 
16 Shoebox Sunday, 10am 
18  Church Council Meeting, 7pm 
20  Methodist Women’s Meeting, 1pm 
23 Thanksgiving Service 
      Annual Business Meeting 
27  THANKSGIVING DAY (Church Office is Closed) 
28  (Church Office is Closed) 
30  Hanging of the Greens Service (1st Sunday of Advent) 
 
December  
5  Blue Christmas Holiday Service, 7pm  
9 – 20  Fellowship Hall Reserved for Mitten Tree 
13  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 
13 Bridgeville Christmas Parade 
16  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 
18 Methodist Women’s Christmas Lunch, 11:30am 
19 “Walk of Warmth & Light” - 6pm to 8pm  
20  Mitten Tree Delivery Day, 8:30am 
20  Wreaths Across America, Noon 
20 “Walk of Warmth & Light” - 6pm to 8pm  
24  Christmas Eve Silent Communion, 6pm 
24  Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship, 7pm  
25  CHRISTMAS DAY (Church Office is Closed) 

Communion Service - First Sunday of each Month 

Sunday Worship & Praise  Service – 10am 

Children’s “Wiggle Worship” - 10am [Sunday] 

Mid-Week Recharge – Wednesdays 6pm 
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Bridgeville Public Library 

600 S. Cannon St. 

Bridgeville, DE 19933 
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2 N. Laws St. 
Bridgeville,  DE  19933 

302-337-7409 

Email: uumchurch@comcast.net 

Website:  www.Unioninbridgeville.com 

Union Methodist Church 

“Building Bridges Together” 

Using Our Head, Heart & Hands for Jesus 

 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES AT UNION CHURCH 

Help is needed in the following areas—contact the church office 
 for additional information. 

         Event/Activity Planning                       Walk of Warmth & Light Christmas Event 

   Methodist Men & Women                    Greeters and Ushers 

   Nursery Volunteers              Special Music/Instrumentals     

   Mid-Week Recharge Help   Help with Lasagna Dinner for WHS 

   Fill an Open Ministry Position            Acolytes 
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Monday—Friday 

[Limited Office availability on Wednesdays] 

9:00am to 3:00pm 
 

Debbie Vogelsang 

Office Manager 

 

E-Mail:   

uumchurch@comcast.net 
 

Office:  (302) 337-7409 

Items for the monthly newsletter must be submitted to the church office  

no later than the 25th of the month to ensure they will be included.   

 

Mid-Week Recharge Gathering 
 

Wednesdays—6:00 pm to 7:30 pm   
 

Sunday Worship Service Hours 
 

Ladies Sunday School—9:00 am 
Praise & Worship Service—10:00 am 
Children’s “Wiggle Worship”—10:00 am 
“Son-Seekers” Adult Class—11:00 am   

 
 

Pastor  

Mark Bell 

 


