
Easter Greetings  
Easter is without a doubt one of the most favorite times of the year for any 

Christian.  Many point to Christmas being their favorite holiday, but for 

many, Easter is absolutely the greatest holiday of them all.  

 There's something special about celebrating the resurrection.  The   

holiness, the joy, the truth of knowing that Jesus conquered the grave not   

only for himself, but also for all of us.  We are reminded of the words of one 

of the popular Easter songs, “He Lives.” The second stanza says, “In all the 
world around me I see his loving care, and though my heart grows weary, I 
never will despair. I know that he is leading through all the stormy blast; the 
day of his appearing will come at last.” Jesus rising from the grave is at the 

crux of the Christian faith. Jesus' resurrection proves that death is not the   

final word, that Jesus' sacrifice has purchased us a home in heaven. Glory to 

God for this blessing! 

 But in order for us to fully appreciate the joy of Easter, we must also 

continue to embark upon the season of Lent. It is our hope you have been able 

to participate in the Lenten season through prayer and to fully prepare your-

self for the coming of the Savior.  

 On Maundy Thursday, April 2nd at 7pm a Tenebrae service is planned.  

Please join us for a very powerful service in which we will remember the    

crucifixion of Christ, and share in reading the scriptures that remind us of 

His sacrifice. It is an intimate service in which there will be time for prayer 

and reflection.  

 Take time in the days ahead to wander through the sanctuary and 

view the different stations of the cross depicting Christ’s journey, crucifixion, 

and resurrection.   

 On Easter morning we once 

again offer a morning sunrise service 

at 6:30am at the Cemetery Pond and 

at 10am our Easter morning worship       

service.   

          Please join us for these special 

holy week services as we prepare 

our hearts and minds for the Savior's 

resurrection! 
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April 2, 2026 
 

Thursday—7pm 
 

What is a Tenebrae Service?   
 

 

Join us for this solemn Christian                 

Holy Week tradition that uses a gradual extinguishing of candles  

to symbolize      the darkening of the world, the abandonment of Jesus  

by his disciples, and his death.  

                    

 

 
 

 

Upcoming APRIL Meetings: 
 

STAFF—Tuesday, March 31st at 10am 

METHODIST MEN—Saturday, April 11th—8am 

METHODIST WOMEN—Thursday, April 16th—1pm 

SPRC—Tuesday, April 28th—7pm 

 

Snapshots from the Church Council  
 

 Approved the updated Endowment Fund Charter. 

 Approved the updated Investment Policy. 

 Approved Libby Adams as the new Hands Ministry lead. 

 Decision to not revisit joining the Global Methodist Church Denomination  

                 at this time. 

 Thanks to the Trustees for their hard work in preparing the parsonage for  

                  Rev. John & Deb Granchie. 
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Thursday, 4/2—MAUNDY THURSDAY Tenebrae Service—7pm 

Friday, 4/3—GOOD FRIDAY 

Saturday, 4/4—Community Egg Hunt—10am 

Sunday, 4/5—EASTER 

 Easter Sunrise Service—6:30am 

 Easter Morning Worship—10am 

Monday, 4/6—Methodist Women Serving the Kiwanis Dinner—6pm 

 (Church Office is Closed) 

Tuesday, 4/7—Community Blood Drive—Noon to 5pm 

Wednesday, 4/8—Recharge Session #5—6pm 

Saturday, 4/11—Methodist Men’s Breakfast Fellowship in Seaford—8am 

Sunday, 4/12—Worship & Holy Communion Service—10am 

Wednesday, 4/15—Recharge Session #5—6pm 

Thursday, 4/16—Methodist Women’s Fellowship & Meeting—1pm 

Monday, 4/20—Methodist Women Serving the Kiwanis Dinner—6pm 

Wednesday, 4/22—Recharge Session #5—6pm 

Sunday, 4/26—New Member Recognition—postponed to July 

Tuesday, 4/28—SPRC Meeting—7pm 

Wednesday, 4/29—Recharge Session #5—6pm 

 
WEDNESDAYS  

  
Praise Team Practice—5pm 

Mid-Week Recharge—6pm to 7:30pm 
 

 

SUNDAYS   
 

Ladies Sunday School—9am 
Worship & Praise Service—10am 

Children’s Wiggle Worship—10:15am 
Adult Sunday School—11am 
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In many pre-Christian societies eggs held associations with spring and new 
life.  Early Christians adapted these beliefs, making the egg a symbol of the 
resurrection and the empty shell a metaphor for Jesus' tomb.  
 
In the medieval period, eating eggs was forbidden during Lent (the 40-day   
period before Easter). 
 

On Easter Sunday the fast ended with feasting and merriment, and eggs were 
considered an important part of these celebrations. This was especially true 
for poorer people who couldn't afford meat.                                                 . 
 

Eggs were also given to the church as Good 
Friday offerings, and villagers often gave eggs 
as gifts to the lord of the manor at Easter. 
 

Royals got involved with this tradition too. In 
1290, Edward I purchased 450 eggs to be 
decorated with colors or gold leaf and then 
distributed to his household. 

 

 

 

 

 

The custom of the Easter egg hunt, however, comes from Germany. 
 

Some suggest that its origins date back to the late 16th century, when the 
Protestant reformer Martin Luther orga-
nized egg hunts for his congregation. 
 

The men would hide the eggs for the 
women and children to find.     
 

This was a nod to the story of the       
resurrection, in which the empty tomb 
was discovered by women. 
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Our new children’s “wiggle worship”  time held during the morning worship service is 

open for children in Kindergarten up through 4th Grade.   Check it out!  
 

1st Sunday—Rick Orwig 

2nd Sunday—Jill Jackson 

3rd Sunday—Crystal Brock 

4th Sunday—Melissa Mitchell 

 

Baskets of plastic 
Easter eggs are  
available in the  

narthex.   
 

If you are able, 
please take a basket and fill the eggs 
with individually wrapped candy and 

return to the church.  Filled baskets may 
be placed on the stage or in the narthex.   

 

The filled eggs will be used at the  
Community Easter Egg hunt hosted by 

Union Church every year.    
 

Contact  Dionne Keeler 
if you have any   

questions.   

 

Tuesday, April 7, 2026 

Noon thru 5PM 

Fellowship Hall 

Blood is essential to help patients survive surgeries, cancer treatments, 

chronic illnesses, and traumatic injuries. This lifesaving care starts with 

one person making a generous donation. The need for blood is constant — but only about 3% 

of  age-eligible people donate blood yearly.  

Schedule your appointment online or call the church office at  

302-337-7409 to have an appointment scheduled for you.   

 

 

Saturday, April 4th 
 

10:00 AM 

(rain or shine) 

 

 

The egg hunt is open to ALL 

children from toddlers through 6th grade.   
 

If you are able to help that morning, donate items 

for the prize bags,  or have questions, please call  

Dionne Keeler at 302-337-3099  

or 302-236-9080.     

 

Thank you!   



Page 6  Union T imes Volume 12 Issue 4  

 

 

 

Under Jeff Allen’s leadership, our new graduate/young adult group will 

currently be meeting monthly at his home.  Contact Jeff for addi-

tional information about this ministry.  We’re excited about this new 

 

         

 

Join us on Wednesday evenings  

from 6pm to 7:30pm for Session #5 as we fellowship mid-week  

to “Recharge”:    April 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th   
 

Each Recharge gathering will begin at 6pm with dinner.  At 6:30pm, adults 

will choose to participate in a Bible Study or a variety of  work-

shops/activities.   The  children will receive biblical  instruction through 

storytelling, arts and crafts, and music.   The  evening  ends  with  a  brief   

devotion and prayer concluding by 7:30pm.     

 

Provide for the People and  

Causes You Cherish Most 
 

An up-to-date estate plan is one of the most effective tools for      
protecting the security of your loved ones.  But did you know that    

you can also use your plan to play a role in carrying out the             
vital mission of Union Methodist Church? 

 

     When you create a will or living trust, you have the ability to decide how your assets 

will be distributed at your death.  You can include provisions, or bequests, that indicate 

to whom you’d like to give specific assets or amounts. 
      

              Besides naming family members and other loved ones, you can also include bequests 

to charitable organizations such as your home church.  When you include an endowment 

gift to Union Church in your estate plans, you join a group of instrumental supporters 

whose donations have made possible some of our most innovative and effective        

programs.  We give thanks to those in the past that have given endowments that have 

benefitted and secured the future of Union Methodist Church in Bridgeville.     
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Palm Sunday -   
Sunday, March 29, 2026 

Worship—10am  

 

Maundy Thursday -   
Thursday, April 2, 2026  

A Service of Tenebrae—7pm  
 

Good Friday -  
Friday, April 3, 2026  

  

Easter Sunday -  
Sunday, April 5, 2026 

Sunrise Worship @ Cemetery Pond - 6:30am 
Easter Morning Worship @ Union Church - 10am 

 
 

Union’s Sanctuary is always open for prayer during the day.   
Call ahead to confirm if you would like to make arrangements  

to come in and spend time in prayer.   

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

ONLINE GIVING THROUGH APPLE PAY; GOOGLE PAY; PAYPAL; OR CREDIT 

CARD (a 2.5% SERVICE CHARGE WILL APPLY.) 

 

ONLINE GIVING is available through the Union Church website for the  following:      
 

 

Tithes & Offerings    Local & Foreign Missions 
Memorial Gifts   Family Ministries Coordinator  
Renovation Projects        Mitten Tree Ministry 
Building Fund                           Disaster Relief 
Designated Giving     Special Needs 
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Operation Christmas Child  

Shoebox Buying Guide 

January – small stuffed animals/dolls  (Barbies or dolls similar in size to Barbies)  

February – toothbrush covers/holders; plastic soap holders 

March – washcloths, hair accessories (combs, brushes, ties, etc.) 

April – Barbie-like dolls, Matchbox-like cars  

May – coloring books; activity books 

June – tennis/small playground balls, plastic 

              reusable drinking cups 

July – travel-size games, small puzzles 

August –crayons, colored pencils 

September – “wow” items (slinky, small lego sets, small toys, etc.) 

October – donations towards the shipping costs 

 

 

Union has dozens of hymnals 

that are no longer needed or are 

in use but may be of great use in 

another place of worship.  Feel 

free to take the hymnals if you, or 

someone you know, could make 

use of them.  The hymnals are 

free and are currently located in 

the vestibule when you enter the 

Sanctuary from Laws Street.   
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The Methodist Women’s group  

will  meet for fellowship on  

 

Thursday, April 16th 

1pm  
 

Join us  for fellowship, refreshments and our 

regular meeting in the fellowship hall.  Items 

for discussion:  Treasurer & Sunshine Report, 

Upcoming Events, and filling the Treasurer’s 

position.  Everyone is welcome.     

Saturday 

April 11th  

8:00 AM 
 

Join us at the  

Golden Eagle Diner  

in Seaford.  

All are Welcome  

— bring a friend! 

 

Contact the Church Office at 302-337-7409 or uumchurch@comcast.net to have a 

registration packet sent to you or if you need any additional information about the 

camp sessions or themes.  

Once again we are looking for-

ward to a busy summer with 

lots of fun with our campers.      
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Attention Friends & Members of Union Church—Please notify the church 

office if you have  a birthday this month and it is not listed above so an accu-

rate birthday calendar can be maintained.  Thank you.   

16—Mark Chisenhall 

17—Brad Schutt 

18—Marlene Mervine 

20—Kate Dittman 

        Brynn Schutt 

29—Maddie Short 

        Pam Tull  

1—Joan Hastings   

4—Connie Hartzell  

6—Shawn Mitchell 

      Trever Schrock 

9—Donna Egner   

10—Jacque Tomlinson       

12—Barb Adelsperger 

        Ginny Williams 
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Union Church Supports  

Missions Around the World!  
 

    

Lance & Laura Ostman [Mindinao, Philippines] 
 

Mercy Projects—David & Dottie LaCompte   

[The Caucasus, Armenia] 
 

Mercy Projects—Treasures of the Nation Children’s Center  

[Kyiv, Ukraine] 
 

Amadeus & Masha DeKastle [Kyrgyzstan & Tajikistan]  
[Prayer Support only] 

 

We welcome your interest in missions.   Contact the church office if you would 

like to be a part of the Missions Committee as we provide oversight to our  

mission endeavors and consider future mission projects for support.   

 

DID YOU KNOW . . . . that Union Church maintains an online photo directory?   

 The online directory is handy to keep on your cell phone and allows you to call  

or text directly from the directory.  Call the church office for information on how to down-

load the app to your cell phone or to your home computer.    

 

 

 

703 E King St.  

Seaford, DE 19973 
There are many opportunities to  

help our neighbors and to serve  

as a volunteer at Love Inc.  

For more information about  

volunteer opportunities, call the  

Love Inc Connection Center at  

302-629-7050.   
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January 
1  NEW YEAR’S DAY (Church Office is Closed) 
10  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 
11  Recognition of Church Leadership & Committees 
17  Methodist Women’s Lunch Meeting, Noon 
20  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 
25  Recognition of New Members, 10am 
27 Church Council Meeting, 7pm 
 
February  
14  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 
15  Easter Egg Sales Begin 
16  PRESIDENTS DAY (Church Office is Closed) 
17  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 
18  Ash Wednesday Service, 7pm 
19  Methodist Women’s Meeting, 1pm 
25 Soup & Sandwich Boxed Lunch Sale 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Communion Service 

—1st Sunday of  Every Month 

March  
14   Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 
17  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 
19  Methodist Women’s Meeting, 1pm 
19-21  Egg Making 
23–27 Egg Pick-Up  
24  Church Council Meeting, 7pm  
29 Palm Sunday 
 
 
April   
2  Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service, 7pm 
4  Community Easter Egg Hunt, 10am 
5  Easter Worship, Sunrise 6:30am, 10am 
6  Easter Monday (Church Office is Closed) 
11  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 
16  Methodist Women’s Meeting, 1pm  
28 SPRC Meeting, 7pm  
 
 
May 

9  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 

10  Mother’s Day Celebration 

16  Methodist Women’s Luncheon Meeting, 11am 

17  Baccalaureate Service, 10am 

19  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 

24 Recognition of Graduates & Children/Youth 

           Sunday 

25  MEMORIAL DAY (Church Office is Closed) 

26  Church Council Meeting, 7pm 

June 

 7   Camp Staff Dedication Sunday 

 8   Summer Camp Staff Training 

15-19  Summer Camp Week #1 

16  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 

21  Father’s Day Celebration  

22-26  Summer Camp Week #2 
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November 

1  Mitten Tree Collection Begins 

1  All Saints Day Service 

11 VETERANS DAY  (Church Office is Closed) 

12  Finance Committee Meeting, 6:30pm 

14  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 

17 SPRC Meeting, 6pm 

17 Church Council Meeting, 7pm 

19  Methodist Women’s Meeting, 1pm 

22 Thanksgiving Service 

22 Annual Business Meeting 

26  THANKSGIVING DAY (Church Office is Closed) 

27  (Church Office is Closed) 

29  Hanging of the Greens Service (1st Sunday of Advent) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December  

4  Blue Christmas Holiday Service, 7pm  

12  Wreaths Across America, Noon 

15  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 

8 – 19  Fellowship Hall Reserved for Mitten Tree 

12  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 

12  Bridgeville Christmas Parade 

17  Methodist Women’s Christmas Lunch, 11am 

18 – 19 “Walk of Warmth & Light”, 6pm-8pm 

19  Mitten Tree Delivery Day, 8:30am 

24  Christmas Eve Silent Communion, 6pm 

24  Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship, 7pm  

25  CHRISTMAS DAY (Church Office is Closed) 

          
July  

3  (Church Office is Closed) 

6-10  Summer Camp Week #3 

21  SPRC Meeting, 7pm  

13-17  Summer Camp Week #4 

26  Recognition of New Members, 10am 

28  Church Council Meeting, 7pm 

20-24  Summer Camp Week #5 

  

August 

3-7  Summer Camp Week #6 

10-14  Summer Camp Week #7  

17-21  Summer Camp Week #8 

18  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 

23 All-Church Breakfast, 8am 

23 Summer Camp Sunday 

 

September  
Month of September – Camp Scholarships Coin Drive 

7  LABOR DAY (Church Office is Closed) 

11 PATRIOT DAY (Church Office is Closed) 
12  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 
15  SPRC Meeting, 7pm  
17  Methodist Women’s Meeting, 1pm 
22 Church Council Meeting, 7pm 
 
October  
Month of October – Camp Scholarships Coin Drive 

4  World Communion Sunday 
9 – 10  Apple Scrapple Festival 
12  COLUMBUS DAY (Church Office is Closed) 
15  Methodist Women’s Meeting, 1pm 
20  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 
25 Recognition of New Members, 10am 

Communion Service—1st Sunday of  Every Month 



Page 14  Union T imes Volume 12 Issue 4  

 

 

 

 

Bridgeville Public Library 

600 S. Cannon St. 

Bridgeville, DE 19933 



Page 15  Union T imes Volume 12 Issue 4  

 



2 N. Laws St. 
Bridgeville,  DE  19933 

302-337-7409 

Email: uumchurch@comcast.net 

Website:  www.Unioninbridgeville.com 

 

Sunday Worship Service Hours 
 
 

Ladies Sunday School—9:00 am 
Praise & Worship Service—10:00 am 

Children’s “Wiggle Worship”—10:00 am 
“Son-Seekers” Adult Class—11:00 am   

 

Mid-Week Recharge 
 Gathering 

 

Wednesdays 

6:00 pm to 7:30 pm   

Union Methodist Church 

“Building Bridges Together” 

Using Our Head, Heart and & Hands for Jesus 
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Monday—Friday 
(Limited Office Availability on Wednesdays) 

 

9:00am to 3:00pm 
 

Debbie Vogelsang 

Office Manager 

 

E-Mail:  uumchurch@comcast.net 

Office:  (302) 337-7409 

Fax:  (302) 337-7418 

 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES AT UNION CHURCH 

Help is needed in the following areas—contact the church office for additional information. 
 
 

         Event/Activity Planning                       Communion Servers 

   Methodist Men & Women                     Greeters and Ushers 

   Nursery Volunteers               Special Music/Instrumentals     

   Mid-Week Recharge Help   Hands Ministries Chairperson               

   Christian Education (Youth/Children) Chairperson             Acolytes                                    

 

 


