
           

 

 
 
 

 
Supporting a new pastor requires intentionality, grace, and active           
hospitality. You can set them up for success by offering tangible help    
during their transition, prioritizing relationship-building, giving them the 
space to lead, and avoiding unfair comparisons to their predecessor.  
 
1. Provide Tangible Support 

 Logistics: Help with the physical move, stock their fridge with          
groceries before they arrive, and provide gift cards to local restaurants and 
stores. 

 Orientation: Give them a map of the local area (dry cleaners, doctors, 
schools, and vets) and an up-to-date directory of church members and 
committees. 

 The "Firsts": Host a welcome reception on their first Sunday to help 
them meet the congregation in a relaxed setting. 

 
2. Prioritize Relationship-Building 

 Wear Name Tags: Even if it’s not a tradition, ask everyone in the    
congregation to wear name tags for the first few months. Pastors have 
many new faces to learn. 

 Introduce Yourself: Don't assume they remember your name the first 
few times. Politely reintroduce yourself and be patient as they learn the 
congregation. 

 Create Space: Let the new pastor ease into their routine. Allow room in 
their early schedule for one-on-one visits and relationship-building rather 
than burying them in administrative tasks. 

 
3. Offer Grace and Patience 

 Avoid Comparisons: Resist the urge to say, "Pastor [Name] used to 
do it this way." Allow your new pastor to bring their own unique personality 
and leadership style to the role. 

 Give Them Time: It takes time to establish trust. Expect some initial 
adjustments and allow the pastor to learn the unwritten culture and 
rhythms of the church. 

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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JUNE 

6—Jumpin’ June Jubilee—10am—2pm 
7—Holy Communion & Worship—10am 
8-12—Summer Camp Staff Training—9am—3pm 
11—SPRC Meeting—7pm 
14—FLAG DAY 
15-19—Camp Week #1 “Beyond the Boards” - 9am—3pm 
17—Winter “Walk of Warmth & Light” Planning Meeting-6pm 
21—FATHER’S DAY 
22-26—Camp Week #2 “America 250” - 9am—3pm 
24—Destination Bible Study—6pm 

JULY 

3—Church Office is Closed 
4—INDEPENDENCE DAY 

5—Holy Communion & Worship—10am 
6—10—Camp Week #3 “Camper Tales” - 9am—3pm 

8—Destination Bible Study—6pm 
13—17—Camp Week #4 “Community Helpers” - 9am—3pm  

20—23—Woodbridge Power Camp—8:30am—3pm 
20—25—Camp Week #5—”Christmas in July”—9am—3pm 

22—Destination Bible Study—6pm 
23—8/1—Delaware State Fair 

26—New Member Recognition & Worship  
28—Church Council Meeting 

 

AUGUST 

2—Holy Communion & Worship—10am 
3—7—Camp Week #6 “Buggin’ Out” - 9am—3pm 
5—Destination Bible Study—6pm 
10—14—Camp Week #7 “To Infinity & Beyond” - 9am—3pm 
15— Kiwanis BBQ benefitting Methodist Men’s Ministries (all day) 
17—21—Camp Week #8 “Beach Bash” - 9am—3pm 
18—SPRC Meeting 
19—Destination Bible Study—6pm 
23—All-Church Breakfast (9am)  
        Summer Camp Sunday & Blessing of the Backpacks (10am) 
29—Kiwanis BBQ benefitting Mid-Week Children’s Ministries 
30—Kiwanis BBQ benefitting Needy Fund (all day) 

 

WEDNESDAYS  
Praise Team Practice—5pm 

Mid-Week Recharge—6pm to 7:30pm 
[will resume in  September] 

 

 

SUNDAYS   
Worship & Praise Service—10am 

 

[will resume in  September] 
Ladies Bible Study—9am 

Children’s Wiggle Worship—10:15am 
Adult “Son-Seekers” Class—11am 

 

Holy Communion—1st Sunday of the Month 
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 The History Of Flag Day 

 

Sunday, June 14, 2026 
 

 The Fourth of July was traditionally celebrated as America's birthday, but the idea of an an-

nual day specifically celebrating the Flag is believed to have first originated in 1885. BJ Cigrand, a 

schoolteacher, arranged to observe June 14 (the 108th anniversary of the official adoption of The 

Stars and Stripes) as 'Flag Birthday'. In numerous magazines and newspaper articles and public 

addresses over the following years, Cigrand continued to enthusiastically advocate the observance 

of June 14 as 'Flag Birthday', or 'Flag Day'. 

 

 On June 14, 1891, the Betsy Ross House in Philadelphia held a Flag Day celebration, and 

on June 14 of the following year, the New York Society of the Sons of the Revolution, celebrated 

Flag Day.  In 1894, the governor of New York directed that on June 14 the Flag be displayed on all 

public buildings. With BJ Cigrand and Leroy Van Horn as the moving spirits, the Illinois organiza-

tion, known as the American Flag Day Association, was organized for the purpose of promoting the 

holding of Flag Day exercises.  

 

 On June 14th, 1894, under the auspices of this association, the first general public school 

children's celebration of Flag Day in Chicago was held in Douglas, Garfield, Humboldt, Lincoln, and 

Washington Parks, with more than 300,000 children participating.  Adults, too, participated in patri-

otic programs. Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior, delivered a 1914 Flag Day address in 

which he repeated words he said the flag had spoken to him that morning: "I am what you make 

me; nothing more. I swing before your eyes as a bright gleam of color, a symbol of yourself." 

 

 Inspired by these three decades of state and local 

celebrations, Flag Day - the anniversary of the Flag Reso-

lution of 1777 - was officially established by the Proclama-

tion of President Woodrow Wilson on May 30th, 1916. 

While Flag Day was celebrated in various communities for 

years after Wilson's proclamation, it was not until August 

3rd, 1949, that President Truman signed an Act of Con-

gress designating June 14th of each year as National 

Flag Day. 
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1—Les Willey 

2—Larry Grantham 

5—Martha Callaway  

      Linda Pluznick 

8—Dylan Brock 

10—Aaron Jackson 

        Laura Lee Mitchell 

 

           

1—Garry Killmon 

2—Brock Keeler 

3—Karl Reighard 

4—Theresa Poston 

6—Tom Gelety 

       Lou Ray 

8—Lizz Bailey 

11—Thane Keim 

14—Carolyn Chisenhall 

         Ruth Ann Tull 

                      

17—Bonnie Johnson 

18—Jim Adelsperger 

Crystal Brock 

         Mary Noel 

         Reed Short 

21—Charlotte Hunsberger 

         Ed Supers 

25—Renee Parker 

28—Parker Short 

29—Mary Kipp 

 

1—Rachel Hovermale 

2—Sherry Pepper 

3—Evelyn Dittman 

5—Rita Hovermale    

7—Hannah Byler 

9—Eric Byler 

      Peter Kowalski 

10—Owen Byler 

20—John Tomeski        

21—John Clawson    

 

23—Bev Breeding 

         Sandy Grantham    

         Donald Smith 

26—Robbin Twilley 

         Jameson Retzlaff 

27—Patsy Correll 

30—Cara Dittman 

         Keith McCoy 

31—Payton Keeler 

         Parker Keeler     

16—Emorie Jackson 

18—Karen Triolo 

21—Robin Breeding 

27—Emily Schrock 

Attention Friends & Members of Union Church—Please notify the church 

office if you have  a birthday this month and it is not listed above so an 

accurate birthday calendar can be maintained.  Thank you.   
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Contact the Church Office at 302-337-7409 or uumchurch@comcast.net to have a 

registration packet sent to you or if you need any additional information about the 

camp sessions or themes.  Once 

again we are looking forward to a 

busy summer with lots of fun with 

our campers.      
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IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN! 

to begin planning for 

December’s “Walk of 

Warmth & Light”. 

Join us on Wednesday, 

June 17th at 6pm for a 

creative discussion on 

how to improve and 

grow our outreach to 

the community at 

Christmas time.   

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

for Summer Destination  

Bible Studies 
 

ºÞØćÞĢØÅļ˓ YĭćÞ ʾˀĩñ˦6ěĆ 
ºÞØćÞĢØÅļ˓ Yĭāļ ˄ĩñ˦6ěĆ 
ºÞØćÞĢØÅļ˓ Yĭāļ ʾʾćØ˦6ěĆ 
ºÞØćÞĢØÅļ˓ !ĭìĭĢĩ ˁĩñ˦6ěĆ 
ºÞØćÞĢØÅļ˓ !ĭìĭĢĩ ʽ˅ĩñ˦6ěĆ  
 

Once again this summer we’ll be having 5 bible studies at various locations around town.  
Each study will take place on a Wednesday evening at 6pm for approximately 1 hour and be 

led by Pastor Dan.  First we’ll have a tour of the location and conclude with a brief time of 
study and refreshments.  The locations for each bible study will be announced soon once 

final arrangements have been made.     

 

July 23rd—August 1st  

NEW MEMBER RECOGNITION 

Sunday, July 26th  

Don’t miss this special service 

recognizing our newest members 

to join the Union Church Family.    

Call the church office if  you 

would like additional information 

about becoming a member.   
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Union Church Supports  

Missions  

Around the World!  
 

Lance & Laura Ostman [Mindinao, Philippines]  
 

Mercy Projects —David & Dottie LaCompte   

[The Caucasus, Armenia]  
 

Mercy Projects —Treasures of the Nation Children ’s Center  

[Kyiv, Ukraine]  
 

Amadeus & Masha DeKastle  [Kyrgyzstan & Tajikistan]   

[Prayer Support only]  

 

We welcome your interest in missions.   Contact the church office if you would  

like to be a part of the Missions Committee as we provide oversight to our  

mission endeavors and consider future mission projects for support.   

 

DID YOU KNOW . . . . that Union Church maintains an online photo directory?   

 The online directory is handy to keep on your cell phone and allows you to call  

or text directly from the directory.  Call the church office for information on how to down-

load the app to your cell phone or to your home computer.    

 

 

 

703 E King St.  

Seaford, DE 19973 
There are many opportunities to  

help our neighbors and to serve  

as a volunteer at Love Inc.  

For more information about  

volunteer opportunities, call the  

Love Inc Connection Center at  

302-629-7050.   
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Additional information about Hunter and his fundraising goal are on page 15. 

Summer Camp Sunday & Blessing of the Backpacks  
 

Sunday, August 23, 2026 
 
We’ll begin the morning with our all-church 
breakfast at 9am.   
 

The worship service begins at 10am and    
feature our summer camp kids and staff along with a video presentation of      

summer highlights.   
 

Children are asked to bring along their school backpack and supplies for a special 
“Blessing of the Backpacks”.   
 

Show your support for our summer campers with your presence.  
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Hunter Keel is actively involved 

with the Fellowship of Christian 

Athletes (FCA) program and is 

seeking more of a leadership role 

in the program now that he has graduated from        

Woodbridge High School.   

Not only has Hunter been one of our summer campers 

years ago now, but he has also been a part of our God’s 

Fire Youth group and Sticks Ministry Team while in High 

School.   

Hunter has served the Bridgeville Volunteer Fire            

Dept. as a Junior fireman and remains active with them.   

He is currently serving an internship with FCA and raising 

support to be a huddle leader with the FCA Power Camp 

planned for this summer in July. 

More of Hunter’s future plans are outlined on the previous 

page in the “Next Steps” article.   

If you have any questions for Hunter or would like to 

learn more about his ministry endeavors, he would love to 

speak with you.  Call the church office if you need contact 

information for Hunter.    
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January 
1  NEW YEAR’S DAY (Church Office is Closed) 
10  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 
11  Recognition of Church Leadership & Committees 
17  Methodist Women’s Lunch Meeting, Noon 
20  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 
25  Recognition of New Members, 10am 
27 Church Council Meeting, 7pm 
 
February  
14  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 
15  Easter Egg Sales Begin 
16  PRESIDENTS DAY (Church Office is Closed) 
17  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 
18  Ash Wednesday Service, 7pm 
19  Methodist Women’s Meeting, 1pm 
25 Soup & Sandwich Boxed Lunch Sale 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Communion Service 

—1st Sunday of  Every Month 

March  
14   Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 
17  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 
19  Methodist Women’s Meeting, 1pm 
19-21  Egg Making 
23–27 Egg Pick-Up  
24  Church Council Meeting, 7pm  
29 Palm Sunday 
 
 
April   
2  Maundy Thursday Tenebrae Service, 7pm 
4  Community Easter Egg Hunt, 10am 
5  Easter Worship, Sunrise 6:30am, 10am 
6  Easter Monday (Church Office is Closed) 
11  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 
16  Methodist Women’s Meeting, 1pm  
28 SPRC Meeting, 7pm  
 
 
May 

9  Methodist Men’s Breakfast Meeting, 8am 

10  Mother’s Day Celebration 

16  Methodist Women’s Luncheon Meeting, 11am 

17  Baccalaureate Service, 10am 

19  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 

24 Recognition of Graduates & Children/Youth 

           Sunday 

25  MEMORIAL DAY (Church Office is Closed) 

26  Church Council Meeting, 7pm 

June 

 7   Camp Staff Dedication Sunday 

 8   Summer Camp Staff Training 

15-19  Summer Camp Week #1 

16  SPRC Meeting, 7pm 

21  Father’s Day Celebration  

22-26  Summer Camp Week #2 
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2 N. Laws St. 
Bridgeville,  DE  19933 

302-337-7409 

Email: uumchurch@comcast.net 

Website:  www.Unioninbridgeville.com 

Mid-Week Recharge Gathering 
 

[Will resume in September] 

Wednesdays 
6:00 pm to 7:30 pm   

 

Sunday Worship  
Service Hours 

 
 

Praise & Worship Service 
10:00 am 

 

Rev. Daniel Walton 

Union Methodist Church 

“Building Bridges Together” 

Using Our Head, Heart and & Hands for Jesus 
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Monday—Friday 
(Limited Office Availability on Wednesdays) 

 

9:00am to 3:00pm 
 

Debbie Vogelsang 

Office Manager 

 

E-Mail:  uumchurch@comcast.net 

Office:  (302) 337-7409 

 

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES AT UNION CHURCH 

Help is needed in the following areas—contact the church office for additional information. 
 
 

         Event/Activity Planning                       Communion Servers 

   Methodist Men & Women                    Greeters and Ushers 

   Nursery Volunteers               Special Music/Instrumentals     

   Mid-Week Recharge Help   Acolytes               

   Christian Education (Youth/Children) Chairperson                                                 

 

 


